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The John Brown Legend in Pictures 
Kissing the Negro Baby 


James C. MALIN 


HREE pictures were published a year ago under this title and 

as a result attention has been called to others on the same theme, 
together with additional information pertinent to the series. Robert 
S. Fletcher has contributed an article, “Ransom’s John Brown Paint- 
ing,” and a photograph of the picture in its present state, both of 
which are printed in this issue. Boyd B. Stutler of New York, who 
has one of the finest John Brown collections in the country, has 
been most generous in making available the contemporaneous news- 
paper articles cited below which are not accessible in Kansas li- 
braries. He directed attention to the painting by T. S. Noble, and 
furnished a reproduction of the woodcut used in John Greenleaf 
Whittier’s National Lyrics (1865). Members of the Kansas State 
Historical Society will recall his address before the annual meeting 
of the Society in 1932.1 

The Ransom painting was first exhibited at Utica, N. Y., in No- 
vember, 1860. Mr. Stutler has found a contemporaneous notice of 
the event which contains the following description: 

An event expected for some time past among the interested came off yester- 
day at the city hall. I refer to the private exhibition of Louis Ransom’s pic- 
ture of “John Brown Going to the Scaffold.” 

John Brown occupies the center of the canvas, standing, as the artist in- 
formed us, 6 feet 4 inches in height, being 6 inches taller than life. With a 
truly masterly skill the banner of Virginia is made to wave behind him in 
such manner as to form a halo around his head, and by the keenest sarcasm 
the escutcheon is displayed with the device, an armed Liberty trampling on 
a slain tyrant, and the motto, “Sic Semper Tyrannis:” it is carried by a dwarf- 
ish man who has a brutal visage and who is in the act of pushing a defenseless 
woman from the prison steps. The Continental in the background needs no 
interpreter. That uniform was the Declaration wrought into garments for 
the battles of the Revolution, but to our thinking is a sorry pattern of the 
F. F. V’s of 1859. The slave mother and child are representative of that down- 
trodden race for which the hero who sleeps at North Elba laid down his 
life. . . .2 

The reference to the “Continental” applied to the man in the left 
background of the picture. Mr. Stutler identifies this figure as a 


1. The Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. I, p. 80. 


2. National Anti-Slavery Standard, New York, November 24, 1860, reprinted from The 
Morning Herald, Utica, N. Y., n. d.—New York Public Library. 
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member of a military company, the “Winchester Continentals.” 
The comment of the present writer a year ago was incorrect on this 
point, but the purpose of the painter was to make use of the Revolu- 
tionary hat with its ’76 emblem and to emphasize thereby the incon- 
gruity of associating that insignia with service in the interests of 
slavery. The hat and the emblem are not made to appear so con- 
spicuous in the painting as in the lithograph. 

In the photograph of the Ransom painting in its present state the 
reader will see that the banner of Virginia as a whole shows only in- 
distinctly, that the first part of the motto “Sic Semper” is net distin- 
guishable at all, but that the lower portion, within the encircling word 
“Tyrannis,” forms a halo around Brown’s head. In the Currier & 
Ives lithograph of 1863 the treatment is quite different; the flag is 
visible, with its motto and device, the whole serving as a background 
for his head, the portion within the word “Tyrannis” less conspicu- 
ously providing the halo. The newspaper description quoted above 
commented upon the whole banner, but emphasized the halo effect. 
The Harper’s Weekly article of 1863, quoted in Fletcher’s article, re- 
marked upon the halo. The fact that Ransom revised the painting 
in later life raises the question whether the flag in its present state is 
essentially the same as it was originally or whether it may have been 
more nearly like the lithograph. A similar question is presented by 
the heads of the mother and child. Was the mother the classic 
Greek of the present painting or the negroid-Greek hybrid of the 
lithograph. Whether using the word advisedly or not, the newspaper 
writer of 1860 referred to them as “representative” of the negro race. 
No contemporaneous comment has been found which clearly de- 
termines the point, but Fletcher offers in his article the results of 
his inquiries. Other differences between the painting and the litho- 
graph are evident to the observer, but these seem the most signifi- 
cant. 

In last year’s introductory note the date of the Hovenden painting 
was given as 1881. This was on the authority of a personal letter 
cited in the footnote. The date has been challenged and on further 
investigation the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, amends 
the original statement, the date inscribed on the painting being 1884. 
The error in the museum’s records occurred as the result of a mis- 
reading of the final figure “which was due to the manner in which 
the 4 is made.” 


8. Mrs. Bryson Burroughs, assistant curator, to the author, July 3, 1940. 
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In 1865 John Greenleaf Whittier published a collection of his 
poems under the title National Lyrics (Boston, Ticknor & Fields, 
1865), illustrated with woodcuts by three artists, George G. White, 
H. Fenn and Charles A. Barry. One of the illustrations gave a ver- 
sion of the negro baby story to accompany the poem “Brown of 
Ossawatomie.” It is not known which of the three artists produced 
the woodcut, but it affords an interesting variation of the tradition. 
Unlike the others, no attempt was made to idealize Brown, and it is 
the only picture of the series in which the observer looks down upon 
the scene rather than up at Brown. 

The painting by Thomas S. Noble (1835-1907), “John Brown’s 
Blessing,” is life size and is signed and dated, being completed and 
exhibited in 1867. A large folio lithograph of the painting was 
issued the same year. The painting was presented in 1939 by the 
children of the artist to the New York Historical Society through 
whose courtesy it is here reproduced. It was exhibited in Boston in 
December, 1867, and in New York in January, 1868.4 

The contemporaneous newspaper notice in The Commonwealth, 
Boston, Mass., December 14, 1867, is as follows: 

Monday last, the eighth anniversary of the execution of “Old John Brown,” 
was appropriately commemorated by the presentation to the Boston public of 
T. S. Noble’s picture of Brown’s passage to the scaffold, when he stopped on 
his way to bless a negro child. The tradition (somewhat apochryphal) is that 
he kissed the little fellow, but as the labial process in the picture would hide 
his countenance the artist has kindly taken the usual license and represents 
him as laying his hand on the child’s head. Mr. Noble is a Southerner, and 
served in the rebel army four years, but he regarded the execution of Brown 
as one of the great historic events of the century, and has lost friends and 
position at home by representing so unwelcome a matter to the South. The 
grouping of the picture is happy, the likeness of Brown very excellent, and 
though the continental uniform of the “Defencibles,” the militia company that 
served at the execution, seems incongruous in the picture, giving it a character 
similar to what we are accustomed in scenes of execution in France, yet we 
are assured the accessories are literally correct. We can hardly call it a great 
picture; yet there is much food for reflection and observation in it, and all who 
revere the memory of Capt. Brown should call at DeVries, Ibarra & Co.'s, 
where it is on exhibition. 


4. The Commonwealth, Boston, Mass., January 4, 1868. 
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In order to bring together all the pictures in one place for more 
convenient study and comparison the three printed last year are 
reprinted, the series of six being arranged in chronological order: 


Louis Ransom, “John Brown on His Way to Execution.” Oil painting, 
1860. Oberlin College. 

Currier & Ives, “John Brown.” Colored lithograph, 1863. Drawn from 
Ransom’s painting. Library of Congress Collection. 

Unsigned Woodcut in J. G. Whittier’s National Lyrics. 1865. First 
Edition. Boyd B. Stutler Collection. 

Thomas 8S. Noble, “John Brown’s Blessing.” Oil painting, 1867. New 
York Historical Society, New York City. Lithograph, 1867. Two 
copies in Boyd B. Stutler Collection. 

Currier & Ives, “John Brown—The Martyr.” Colored lithograph, 1870, 
redrawn from that of 1863. Library of Congress Collection. 

Thomas Hovenden, “Last Moments of John Brown.” Oil painting, 1884. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. 
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“JOHN BROWN” 


A reproduction of a Currier & Ives lithograph (1863) from the collections 
of the Library of Congress. 
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JOHN BROWN’S BLESSING 


Thomas 8. Noble’s painting (1867) reproduced through the courtesy of the 


New York Historical Society, New York City 
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of another Currier & Ives lithograph (1870) from the colle 
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Ransom’s John Brown Painting 
Rosert 8. FiercHer 


HE original painting of “John Brown on His Way to Execu- 

tion,” done by Louis L. Ransom and copied by Currier & Ives, 
is owned by Oberlin College. It now hangs in the Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar (Negro) High School in Washington, D. C., having been 
lent to the school by the college in April, 1919.1 

Louis Liscolm Ransom, the painter, was born at Salisbury Corners, 
N. Y., January 23, 1831, the son of Merriman Munson Ransom and 
Olive Ann (Spencer) Ransom.? He early showed artistic aptitudes 
and in about his twentieth year friends contributed money to send 
him to New York to study. He was admitted to the school of the 
American Academy of Design where he worked for a year under the 
tutelage of Henry Peters Gray. Gray, the leading figure painter of 
his period, well-known at the time for his severally academic can- 
vases of mythological and historical subjects, must have had a con- 
siderable influence on Ransom’s style.’ 

Directories of Utica, N. Y., for 1857-1858, 1860-1861, and 1861- 
1862 indicate that Ransom had a studio in that city during those 
years.* He “had a profound admiration, something akin to venera- 
tion for old John Brown,” whom he may have seen at the latter’s 
home at North Elba. Sometime soon after Brown’s death on De- 
cember 2, 1859, Ransom painted at Utica his “John Brown on His 
Way to Execution.” 5 

In the summer of 1863 P. T. Barnum exhibited the painting in his 
Museum in New York City. Throughout the week of Monday, 
May 18, to Saturday, May 23, he advertised: 

At all hours every day and evening A VERY SPLENDID PAINTING 
BY LOUIS RANSOM, of Lansingburgh, N. Y. representing the celebrated 
JOHN BROWN, leaving the Charlestown (Va.) Jail on his way to execution. 


1. MS. minutes of the Prudential committee of Oberlin College, April 11, 1919, office 
of the secretary. This title was furnished by the painter’s son, Eugene om. See James 
C. Malin, “The John Brown Legend in Pictures,” The Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. VIII 
(November, 1939), pp. 839-341. 

2. Wyllys Cadwell Ransom, Historical Outline of the Ransom Family of America (Ann 
Arbor, Mich., 1903), pp. 858, 359. Reference furnished by Dr. Harlow Lindley, secretary of 
the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society. 

8. William Howe Downes, “Henry Peters Gray,” Dictionary of American Biography, 
v. VII, pp. 517, 518, 

4. Information from directories furnished by Laure Claire Foucher, librarian of the Utica 
Public Library. 

5. This and much other information was furnished by Eugene Ransom, 841 School Avenue, 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, son of the painter, in a letter to the author dated July 8, 1940, and 
indirectly from the same source in a letter from Charlotte Gowing Cooper, Columbus, Ohio, 
dated July 9, 1940. 
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Wendell Phillips pronounces it A VERY HAPPY LIKENESS OF THAT 
GREAT MAN; a satisfactory indorsement to his numerous friends and 
admirers. Also, THE LIVING SEA-LION, LIVING LEARNED SEAL, 
LIVING HAPPY FAMILY, GRAND AQUARIA, with its multitudes of 
beautiful Living Fish, LIVING MONSTER SNAKES, BEAR SAMSON 
&c., &c. Admission, 25 cents. Children under ten, 15 cents. 

George William Curtis saw it in the Museum and commented on it 
in his column, “The Lounger,” in Harper’s Weekly. He wrote in 
part: 


It is one of the incidents that history will always fondly record and art 
delineate. The fierce and bitter judgment of the moment upon the old man 
is already tempered. Despised and forsaken in his own day, the heart of 
another generation may treat him as he treated the little outcast child. In 
the picture his head is conspicuous against the yellow ground of a flag which 
surrounds it like a halo. The eager officer by his side pushes the mother away, 
and the bedizened soldier in the fore-ground scowls at her. The fussy parade 
which the authorities made at his execution is admirably suggested by these 
figures, and however sharply the work might be criticized by the connoisseur, 
there is a solemnity and pathos in it which is wanting in many a finer painting.? 


Barnum was forced by the draft rioters of July 13-16 to withdraw 
the painting from exhibition in order to save the Museum from de- 
struction at their hands.® 

Apparently the canvas was never sold. Being of large proportions 


(7 x 10 feet) it required a considerable wall space for proper hang- 
ing. Ransom moved with his family to Akron, Ohio, in 1884 and 
soon after decided that it would be appropriate to give it to Oberlin 
College because of that institution’s well-known antislavery history. 
The deed of transfer to the college, dated July 8, 1886, is in the files 
of the Oberlin College treasurer. “In consideration of the sum of 
one dollar,” it reads, “I [Louis Ransom] hereby sell and transfer to 
the Trustees of Oberlin College my picture which represents John 
Brown meeting the slave mother and her child on his way to Exe- 
cution.” ® 

The most important document relating to this painting is a small 
broadside (534 x 8 inches) entitled A Rare Picture. It is anony- 
mous and undated but must have been issued by Oberlin College in 


6. New York (N. Y.) Times, May 18-238, 18638. This advertisement gave way the next 
week to one of Gen. Tom Thumb. 

_ 7. Harper's Weekly, New York, June 13, 1863, v. VII, p. 371. Frank Luther Mott, A 
History of American Magazines, 1850-1865 (Cambridge, Mass., 1938), p. 471, makes it clear 
that Curtis personally wrote this column at the time. 

8. Statement by Eugene Ransom, supported by the broadside quoted in the text below. 

9. Ransom executed many portraits of New Yorkers and Ohioans. A portrait of John R. 
Buchtel, founder of Buchtel College, was destroyed in a college fire. Several of his other 
paintings are believed to have been destroyed by the burning of his second wife’s home in 
California, but some of them may be in a storage house in Los Angeles. His paintings may 
be identified by the initials ‘“‘LR” superimposed to form a monogram. He died at the home 
of his son in Cuyahoga Falls, September, 1926. He is buried at Salisbury, N. Y. His son, 
Eugene Ransom, possesses four family portraits done by him in his later years. 

10. There are two copies in the library of Oberlin College. 
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1886. What makes this broadside most significant is the strong 
probability that Mr. Ransom, himself, collaborated in its prepara- 
tion. It is here quoted in full: 


An historical painting of heroic size and striking merits, by Mr. Louis 
Ransom, of Akron, formerly of Utica, N. Y., has just been presented to 
Oberlin College. 

The picture represents “John Brown of Ossawatomie” emerging from the 
prison on his way to execution. There are seven other figures. In the fore- 
ground, descending the steps, is a slaveholder—type of the slave power,—of 
commanding proportions, and face not devoid of culture, but strongly marked 
by passion and a domineering spirit. He is dressed for the occasion in the 
uniform of one of the Virginia “crack companies” of militia, which happens 
to be that worn by the minions of European despotism, and whose gorgeous 
trappings fitly symbolize the “pride which cometh before destruction.” 

Seated on the stone balustrade is the slave-mother and her child, already 
immortalized in the verse of Whittier. The artist does not spare slavery here. 
He answers the oft repeated sneer at the abolitionists, “Would you wish your 
daughter to marry a nigger?” by the mute appeal of this half white slave 
woman, with a child lighter than herself. The little fellow, born to life-long 
servitude, frightened by the soldier, turns up to her a bright Anglo-Saxon face. 

Further back is a contemptible little “overseer” or hired slave-driver, 
parading in militia uniform, who forgets his assumed soldierly bearing, and 
reverts to his true character, in his unseemly rush to push the “nigger woman” 


out of the way. In this rapid movement he causes a yellow silk ensign which 
he carries to swell out so that the sunlight falling upon a portion of it forms 
a background and a halo for the head of John Brown. 

Brown’s is, of course, the central figure. Standing on the upper step he 
overtops all others, calm and dignified, with the bearing of one altogether 
assured of the final triumph of his cause. His eyes are upon the little child. 

Above his head, upon the silken banner, are the arms of Virginia, a con- 


’ 


queror trampling upon his prostrate foe, and the motto “Sic Semper Tyrannis.’ 
The terrible irony of that motto, on that occasion, drives home to every be- 
holder the question, “Who is the tyrant, who the conqueror?” 

The jailor, in civilian’s clothes, stands beside Brown in the doorway, and a 
friend also accompanies him. 

In the background a member of some other militia company wears in the 
service of oppression the uniform of the old “Continentals.” 

In one corner of the picture, among neglected rubbish, is seen a mutilated 
and discarded statue of Justice. 

The technical execution of the picture is worthy of the bold composition. 
It was painted at the time, and narrowly escaped the violence of a mob when 
first exhibited in New York City. Mr. Ransom, the artist, is now at the 
meridian of his powers, and has revised the painting so that it embodies both 
the enthusiasm of his earlier and the maturer.judgment of his later years. 

Historical painting has been too little cultivated in America, and the rarity 
of such works renders this picture a special credit to its author, and a special 
acquisition to the College, and to the country. 
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The John Brown painting was first placed in the lobby of Oberlin’s 
then-new main recitation building, Peters hall, where it hung for 
many years. Later it was removed to an upper floor of the same 
building, where it was relegated to an obscure position in the physics 
laboratory.1! The Prudential committee consented to lend it to the 
Dunbar High School in 1919 on the grounds that it was so large that 
no suitable place was available at Oberlin for hanging it.1* It was 
stretched but never framed, at least not since 1886. In 1919 it was 
removed from the stretcher and rolled for shipment to Washington 
and was never stretched again. It is, of course, badly cracked, as 
the photograph shows, and the canvas is somewhat rotten.* 

Comparison shows certain differences between the painting and the 
1863 lithograph. The more effective treatment of Brown’s face in 
the painting probably represents the inadaquate craftsmanship of the 
lithographer rather than the painter’s “revision” mentioned in the 
broadside. The nearly Greek features of Ransom’s slave mother 
represent a subtler conception than the wholly African head substi- 
tuted, apparently intentionally, in the lithograph. Such refinements 
perhaps would not have appealed to the wide public Currier & Ives 
usually reached. According to the recollection of the painter’s son 
the “mother was always a light quadroon and the baby a shade 
lighter” and the only repainting was of the highlights in the mother’s 
dress. Some retouching was done because of a tear in the canvas but 
this did not affect the general appearance of the picture." 

11. Information from Prof. Raymond H. Stetson, Oberlin College. 


12. Minutes of Prudential committee, April 11, 1919. 


18. The author first wrote on the painting in an article entitled “John Brown and 
Oberlin” in the Oberlin Alumni Magazine, February, 1932. 


14. Letter from Eugene Ransom to the author, August 9, 1940. 
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The Eldridge House 


MartTHa B. CaLpwELi 


N imperative need in settling a new country is a place where 

prospective settlers may stay while selecting a homesite, 
and where they may lodge their families while getting a home in 
readiness, Officers of the New England Emigrant Aid Company 
took this into account in their attempt to settle Kansas in 1854. 
Their plan of operations provided for the construction of boarding 
houses at various places, each large enough to accommodate three 
hundred persons,’ and at their meeting on August 26, 1854, the 
trustees instructed S. C. Pomeroy, the Kansas agent, to purchase 
mills and erect “Receiving Houses.” ? 

After the arrival of the second Emigrant Aid party in Lawrence 
on September 15, 1854, a temporary building called a “hay tent” was 
erected and named the Pioneer Boarding House. It was a mere 
makeshift. As described by the Rev. Richard Cordley, pioneer min- 
ister who came to Kansas in 1857, it was built by setting up two rows 
of poles a distance apart and bringing them together at the top, then 
thatching the sides with prairie hay. The gable ends were built up 
with sod and contained the doors and windows. The floor was the 
hard sod. In this building, fifty by twenty feet, settlers obtained 
room and board and held religious services and other public func- 
tions. It was here that Plymouth church was organized October 15, 
1854. When this “hotel” burned in the autumn, another, the St. 
Nicholas, was built in the same way but with some improvements. 
The sides were banked with sod to the height of four or five feet 
and the inside was lined with cotton cloth.’ 

The “hay tent” was to serve only until a permanent hotel could 
be erected, and the company’s agents in Kansas, Charles Robinson 
and S. C. Pomeroy, were requested to “have completed as early as 
practicable the projected . . . Hotel at Lawrence City.”* The 
work began possibly in October, for on November 2, 1854, Robinson 
informed the executive committee that the cellar was dug.® 

niga Aid Papers,”’ ‘“‘Misc.,”” MSS. division, Kansas State Historical Society. 


1 
2. “Trustees’ Records,” v. 1, p. 14, “EAP.” 


8. Richard Cordley, A History of Lawrence, Kansas. . . . (E. F. Caldwell, Lawrence 
Journal Press, Lawrence, 1895), p. 13 


4. ‘Trustees’ Records.” v. 1, p. 47, November 22, 1854. 
5. Ibid., p. 44. 
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The building of this hotel stretched over a period of nineteen 
months, and, in fact, it was never formally opened. Many circum- 
stances intervened to retard the construction. Lack of funds was 
perhaps the greatest drawback, for the Emigrant Aid Company was 
nearly always on the verge of bankruptcy. As early as November 
29, Robinson advised the committee of the suspension of operations 
“partly” for want of money.® Inability to get building materials 
was also a handicap. To have lumber shipped from St. Louis was 
slow and expensive, and the sawmill set up by the company was 
unable even to supply the demands of private individuals. The bor- 
der troubles of 1855 and 1856 retarded the work to a great extent. 
It is also probable that the agents were not as attentive to the com- 
pany’s interests as they might have been, especially as they were al- 
lowed to engage in business for themselves, and to take advantage 
of the great financial possibilities in land speculation. In 1856 the 
company refused one of them, Charles Branscomb, the privilege 
of making private investments and revoked the permission previ- 
ously granted to Pomeroy." 

Late in December workmen started to lay the cellar wall, and 
early the next month they began digging a well adjoining the hotel 
foundation. The plan was to dig fifty or sixty feet so as to have 
water in abundance.® 

The company had hoped to have the building finished for the 
early spring emigration, but were forced to abandon the idea. A 
letter to emigrants in the Herald of Freedom advised them not to 
look for hotel accommodations as it would be impossible to finish 
a first-class hotel for several months. “But,” it added, “our accom- 
modations are good enough for strong-hearted pioneers, who expect 
to make their own comforts.” ® However, the agents set about to 
look for a proprietor. They advertised in a Lawrence paper under 
the title “Hotel to Let” for an experienced tenant who had capital 
to furnish the house in good style. Such a person was advised to see 
S. C. Pomeroy.’® The result of this advertisement is not known but 
the building was subsequently leased to Shalor W. Eldridge, who 
with his mother was operating the company’s hotel, the American 
House, in Kansas City. 


6. Ibid., p. 55. 
7. Thomas Webb to Pomeroy, October 7, 1856; Webb to Branscomb, October 13, 1856, 
in “Letter Press Book,” pp. 378, 398, “EAP.” 
8. The Kansas Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, January 6, 1855. 
9. Ibid. 
10. Ibid., February 17, 1855 
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Little progress was made during the spring months. By April 28 
the basement wall was finished ready for the timbers. The work 
was delayed in part by inability to get lumber. This scarcity of 
material finally forced the company to revise its plan and construct 
a stone and concrete instead of a frame building. The flooring, 
ready-grooved and matched, would be procured from St. Louis.” 
The contract was given to Benjamin Johnson, and on May 14, work 
was resumed.!” 

The dilly-dallying apparently exhausted the patience of the editor 
of the Kansas Free State. He burst forth in an article of July 9, 
denouncing the Emigrant Aid Company, declaring that the com- 
pany’s mill was a “perfect nuisance” and that the hotel had been 
building ever since the “Company had an existence,” and still lin- 
gered. He considered that the delay had been more injury to the 
town than all other things combined; that hundreds of persons had 
left the place for the want of a “comfortable hotel to stop at”; and 
that the company would neither do anything nor give up the work to 
individuals who would put it up immediately. He demanded that 
it be ready for the immense emigration that would “pour in here in 
the fall.” 2% Other grumblings came to the ears of the trustees. One 
Edward Jones, for example, complained that the agents had refused 
to fulfill a contract with him for the construction of the building." 

Work continued intermittently. On July 24, Robinson wrote to 
Webb that the building was nearly ready for the finishing lumber 
which Pomeroy was to get in St. Louis. Robinson was seemingly 
beginning to realize the necessity of a hotel and reported that it 
“should not be delayed a moment,” as it was much needed. “. 
Besides,” he added, “the character of the Co. will suffer if allowed to 
stand unfinished & unoccupied while the fall emigration is coming 
in.” 15 Early the next month Pomeroy informed the committee that 
he had bought the doors and flooring,’® and on August 20, Webb 
wrote from Lawrence, “The little Boat Lizzie having on board our 
Hotel flooring, doors, &c. arrived here safely last night, and the work- 
men it is hoped will recommence operations on the building to 
day.” 1” 

By October 6, 1855, the hotel was enclosed, the roof on and the 

11. Ibid., May 12, 1855. 

12. Kansas Free State, Lawrence, May 21; Herald of Freedom, June 16, 1855. 
13. Kansas Free State, July 9, 1855. 

14. “Trustees’ Records,” v. 1, p. 165, July 21, 1855. 

15. Robinson to Webb, July 24, 1855, “EAP” correspondence. 


16. Pomeroy to — —, St. Louis, August 6, 1855, in ibid. 
. Webb to Charles Branscomb, August 20, 1855, “EAP.” 








350 Kansas HistoricaAL QUARTERLY 





first and second floors finished. The partitions were being put up 
and the windows in. It was given the name, Free State Hotel.” 
The building was considered the best in the territory and was said to 
have presented “a formidable appearance in contrast with the hum- 
ble tenements in its immediate vicinity.” 1® 

In its unfinished condition the hotel served the community for 
social gatherings and other purposes. The first social event of im- 
portance was a “Military festival” given by Kansas Rifles No. 1°° 
on November 15, 1855. Elaborate invitations were issued and much 
preparation made to insure success. A hunting contest engaged in 
by the Rifles the day before supplied an abundance of wild game 
for the tables. The evening was cold and rainy, with mud shoe-top 
deep; nevertheless about five hundred people of “all ages, sexes, and 
conditions, and every shade of political opinion” filled the rooms.”* 
According to a guest’s account, the parlor and dining room were 
thrown into one with the Rifles’ large U. S. flag draped over the 
arch of the folding doors. Two rows of tables extending the length 
of the hall were loaded with squirrel, rabbit, prairie chicken, wild 
turkey, and one roast pig, together with cakes and pastries.2? It was 
a new experience to a settler to step into a room large enough for six 
or eight sets to be dancing the cotillion, while hundreds of spectators 
looked on. Mr. Lyman, the most successful hunter, was not present 
to receive his reward, a rosette, but Captain Thoms, the next suc- 
cessful, was presented a cake by the ladies.** 

Mrs. Robinson characterized the party as a typical New England 
gathering with the exception of a few who “by their dress, tinsel 
ornaments, or their peculiarity of speech, showed that their home 
was further west.” 2 The festival was said to have been the “most 
gorgeous affair” which had yet “come off” in the territory.” 

A little over a week later the hotel served an entirely different 
purpose when the killing of Charles Dow by Franklin Coleman pre- 
cipitated the Wakarusa War. Almost instantly the town became a 
military camp. Free-State companies from the neighboring towns 
and communities rushed to the aid of Lawrence and the hotel was 

18. Herald of Freedom, October 6, 1855. 

19. Ibid., September 1, 1855. 

20. This company became the famous Stubbs. 


21. Kansas Free State, November 19, 1855. 
22. Mrs. Sara T. D. Robinson, Kansas, Its Interior and Exterior Life (Boston, 1856), 


23. Kansas Free State, November 19, 1855. 
24. Mrs. Robinson, op. cit., p. 97. 
. Herald of Freedom, November 17, 1855. 














CALDWELL: THE E.Lprince House 351 


then turned into barracks for the soldiers and headquarters for the 
officers.”* 

After a week’s siege efforts were made to restore peace. On De- 
cember 7, Governor Shannon with his suite drove into the besieged 
town to consult with the committee of safety. He was said to have 
presented a stately appearance riding over the prairie in his double- 
seated carriage with mounted guards riding before and after." He 
entered the building with General Robinson. The party moved 
through the hall where on a table lay the body of Thomas Barber, 
murdered the night before by a Proslavery man, and up the unfin- 
ished stairway to the council chamber on the third floor. Here after 
an extended conference the treaty of peace was arranged and signed. 

The citizens of Lawrence were overjoyed at the peaceful termina- 
tion of the trouble, and to show their “willingness to accept” the 
settlement and to give pledges of their “good offices in the future,” 
they gave a peace party on the evening of December 10.2% The 
hotel was again the scene of merriment and happiness. Governor 
Shannon, Sheriff Jones and the invaders were invited. The governor 
had pressing business at his office and could not accept, but Jones 
and some of his followers were there. The ladies had spread long 
tables with appetizing food, the Lawrence band furnished the music, 
and Robinson, Lane and others supplied the speeches. The festivi- 
ties continued far into the night. The next day the soldiers were 
dismissed.”® 

The closing scene in the Wakarusa War drama was the military 
funeral for Thomas Barber on December 16. Settlers for many 
miles around gathered in the long dining room where boards were 
brought in to provide extra seats. The military companies were 
there. General Robinson delivered the funeral oration and James 
H. Lane and the Rev. Levin B. Dennis spoke briefly. The pro- 
cession then moved slowly across the prairie over Mount Oread to 
the open grave in the pioneer cemetery where the body was interred 
with military honors.*® 

The unfinished hotel continued to be the center of social functions. 
There was a Christmas party of about fifty couples,* and on Jan- 
uary 1, 1856, a New Year’s ball was given. G. Douglas Brewerton, 


26. Ibid., December 15, 1855; Cordley, op. cit., p. 57. 

27. Mrs. Robinson, op. cit., p. 146. 

28. Ibid., p. 158. 

29. Ibid., p. 155; A. T. Andreas, History of the State of Kansas (Chicago, 1883), p. 120. 


80. Cordley, op. cit., p. 77; Mrs. Robinson, op. cit., pp. 161-163; Herald of Freedom, 
December 22, 1855. 


81. Ibid. (Dated on masthead December 29.) 
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the New York Herald correspondent, attended the ball and described 
it as follows: 


Armed with these credentials, for which our Executive friend will be pleased 
to accept our thanks, we inquired as to the most fashionable hour at which 
we might venture to become visible—were told eight o’clock, and accordingly 
entered the ball-room, an unfinished dining-hall in the Free State Hotel, at the 
hour indicated. We were attired for the occasion, in a suit of black, which was 
“built” in New York, and has been considered creditable upon Broadway; but 
we might have spared ourself some trouble, for the first gentleman we met 
sported a short, drab overcoat, a very long red comforter, and corduroy pants, 
which were fitly finished at the bottom, by a pair of boots, long innocent of 
blacking, but bearing most unmistakable signs, to more senses than one, of 
being thoroughly greased; and this biped was a fair specimen, by the way, 
of the very free and easy manner in which the male portion of the assemblage 
were rigged out. 

We felt out of place, but it was too late to “retrograde,” so we summoned 
up our brass, pulled down our left collar, turned up our sleeves, deranged the 
set of our pants, stuck our hands into our breeches pockets, donned our hat, 
and then went into conversation—pending the arrival of the ladies, who were 
holding on for the music—with our next neighbor. 

As the room filled up, each gentleman was supplied with a diminutive paper 
ticket, which tickets had bee: previously numbered by the floor manager from 
one to thirty inclusive. The object of this was to give each guest his number, 
so that—as the room was too small to accommodate more than four sets, for 
quadrilles, with variations, were the only dances attempted—each man, with 
his partner, got a “fair shake” to dance in their turn, for you were not allowed 
to take your place on the floor until your number had been called. Well, to 
make a long story short, we danced with sundry of the Kansas belles, and saw 
neither lace-ruffles nor fancy undersleeves, hoops nor flounces, low-necked 
dresses nor embroidered handkerchiefs, but everything passed off smoothly, for 
all that. The dancing-hall, however, merits a more extended description. It 
was, as we have already stated, an unfinished room, with rough stone walls, 
destitute of plaster, and a broken window or two. At one side of the room a 
carpenter’s bench was shoved up against the wall, to make way for the trippers 
upon the “light fantastic toe,” while a cooking-stove graced either end of the 
apartment, and furnished a heater, which we regret to say, didn’t warm the 
room. As for candlesticks, each window had a slip of board fastened across the 
sash, with nails driven in at uncertain intervals, so as to support the candles, 
which threw their flickering light upon this gay and festive scene. At midnight 
we had supper; that is to say, we ranged ourselves upon the long wooden 
benches,—which surrounded the room—to the number of some eighty souls or 
more, when, being “all set,” at a given signal . . . two men entered, bearing 
between them a piece of plank, on which were ranged plates, containing a 
triangle of cold pie, some raisins, and a stick of candy each—more or less, as 
the lawyers say—this was followed up by a second edition of planks, and men 
who served everybody—nolens volens—with a cup of hot coffee; then came 
cakes, “fearfully and wonderfully” made, and then back came the plank-bearers, 
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INVITATION TO LAWRENCE MILITARY 
FESTIVAL IN 1855 


Facsimile of an invitation to the first social event of importance held in 
the unfinished Free-State (Eldridge) Hotel on November 15, 1855 The broad 
side bears the imprint of the Herald of Freedom press 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE ELDRIDGE HOUSE 
IN 1856 


card was printed by the Herald of Freedom press only a few days before the 
plant was destroyed by Proslavery raiders under Sheriff Jones 








_ Facsimile of a card in the “Osear E. Learnard Collection deposited with the 
Kansas State Historical Society by a son, Tracy Learnard, of San José. Cal. The 









_—" 


—_ po» 


nes i ee Ur hlUCUrhlUlC<irCO 


rr" © > © 














CaLDWELL: THE E.prince House 353 
who removed the fragments of the feast, whereupon the dancers went to work 
again, and we went home to bed. . . .” 32 


After the Border trouble incidents, efforts were again made to com- 
plete the hotel. Pomeroy reported on December 12, 1855, that the 
plastering was being done and that Eldridge was “taking up Furni- 
ture. . . .”8% A rumor in January, 1856, that the Free-State 
assembly might adjourn from Topeka to Lawrence gave a new im- 
petus to the work. The move was being considered because Topeka 
had inadequate accommodations and no fortifications.** February 
15 was the time set for the completion of the building, but the dead- 
line passed. During March between twenty and thirty men were 
constantly employed,** and on April 12, the papers announced the 
glad news that the Free-State Hotel was finished. The following 
detailed description appeared in the Herald of Freedom: 


The building is on the corner of Massachusetts and Winthrop [Seventh] 
streets, fronting on Massachusetts street; 50 feet front, 70 feet back; three 
stories above the basement; contains 50 separate apartments, besides a hall in 
each story. The basement is divided into three rooms, each 18 feet square—two 
to be used as pastry and meat kitchens, the other as storehouse or cellar. The 
first story is 11 feet from floor to ceiling, is divided into 9 rooms; the dining 
hall 18 feet wide and 47 feet long; hall 9% feet wide, entire length of building; 
Gentlemen’s parlor, 18 feet square; Ladies’ parlor, 18x 20; Reading Room, 18 
feet square; Sitting room, 16x 18; two bed-rooms, 9 feet square; office, 6 x 14; 
side hall from office, with entrance on Winthop street; main entrance on Massa- 
chusetts street; two flights of stairs to second story —Second story 10 feet from 
floor to ceiling; 18 rooms—six of them 11x18, balance 10 feet square; hall 
entire length of building. Third story 9 feet from floor to ceiling; same num- 
ber of rooms, same dimensions as the second story; stairs leading to roof, which 
is flat, and affords a fine promenade and a splendid view of the surrounding 
scenery. There are thirty or forty port-holes in the walls, which rise above the 
roof, plugged up now with stones, which can be knocked out with a blow of 
the butt of a Sharps rifle. The apartments are papered and well ventilated. 

The entire cost of the Hotel probably exceeds $20,000. The out-houses are 
of the neatest kind. The stable, in the rear, is not yet finished, tho’ the walls 
are up. It is calculated to accommodate fifty horses, and give shelter to 
vehicles. 

Mr. Geo. W. Hunt, formerly of Fitchburg, Mass., had the contract of the 
Woodwork, and Mr. Benj. Johnson, formerly of North East, Erie county, Pa., 
of the Stone and Masonry work. These gentlemen have filled their contracts 
in the most satisfactory and praiseworthy manner. Both of them are superior 
practical mechanics, and their first job in Kansas will be the best reeommenda- 


82. G. Douglas Brewerton, The War in Kansas (New York, Derby and Jackson, 1856), 
pp. 265-267. 


83. ‘Trustees’ Records,” v. 1, p. 228, December 29, 1855. 
$4. Herald of Freedom, January 9, 1856. 
35. Ibid., March 29, 1856. 
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tion they can possibly give. The Hotel and grounds occupy four lots—50 x 125 
feet each—two on Massachusetts and two on Vermont streets. One of them, 
(on the south of the Hotel), is to be devoted entirely to shrubbery. A neat 
fence will enclose the whole. 

The building is now complete—is the handsomest and handiest House west 
of St. Louis—and with Col. Shaeler Eldridge, formerly of East Hampton, 
Mass., as Landlord, will throw open its doors for the reception of guests on or 
before the first of May next. Col. Eldridge is an old landlord—is now one of 
the proprietors of the American Hotel at Kansas City—and understands pre- 
cisely what the traveling public want.3é 

During the month of April, Eldridge was busy furnishing the new 
hotel. The furniture, purchased in St. Louis and Boston, was 
shipped by steamboat to Kansas City and from there hauled by 
teams to Lawrence. The cost of furnishing was said to have been 
something over five thousand dollars. G. Williams of the firm of 
Gliddon & Williams of Boston offered to furnish the ladies’ parlor 
in a “superb style” free of charge, presumably as an advertisement.** 
The store rooms and cellar were well filled. But before the furni- 
ture arrived and was put in place, noted guests appeared—the con- 
gressional committee, sent to investigate fraudulent elections in Kan- 
sas. The commission consisted of William Howard, John Sherman, 
and Mordecai Oliver with four clerks, one reporter and three ser- 
geants at arms. A group of Lawrence citizens instantly came to the 
proprietor’s aid and relieved his embarrassment by helping put the 
rooms in order.** 

Hostilities reopened in the spring when Sheriff Jones, attempting 
to serve warrants growing out of the Wakarusa War and other dif- 
ficulties, was shot. He was taken to the Free-State Hotel and after- 
wards to Franklin. About a week later, early in May, the grand 
jury meeting at Lecompton recommended to the court that the Free- 
State Hotel and the printing presses at Lawrence be destroyed. The 
finding for the hotel read thus: 

Also that we are satisfied that the building known as the Free-State Hotel 
in Lawrence has been constructed with a view to military occupation and 
defense, and regularly parapetted and port-holed for the use of cannon and 
small arms, and could only be designed as a stronghold for resistance to law, 
thereby endangering the public safety and encouraging rebellion and sedition 
to the country; and we respectfully recommend that steps be taken whereby 
this nuisance may be removed.3® 


36. Ibid., April 12, 1856. 
37. Ibid. 

88. Mrs. Robinson, op. cit., pp. 196, 197. 
39. Cordley, op. cit., p. 91. 
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When, on May 6, the grand jury summoned Andrew H. Reeder 
to appear before it to testify and he refused, an attachment was is- 
sued. Reeder defied Deputy Marshal Fain to arrest him. There- 
upon United States Marshal Donalson called a posse to help serve 
warrants. Donalson with his party appeared in Lawrence, served 
his warrants without resistance, and after eating a good dinner at the 
Free-State Hotel, rode back to his headquarters and dismissed his 
posse. Immediately Sheriff Jones summoned the posse to his aid. 

The Free-State Hotel was not yet opened, but in anticipation of 
this event the proprietors had a set of rules and regulations printed 
for the conduct of their guests. The rules bear the date of May 10, 
and were among the last products of the Herald of Freedom press 
before its destruction. A facsimile of these rules is printed with this 
article. 

Under pretense that he had an order from the court, Sheriff Jones 
and his posse rode up to the hotel and warned the occupants to get 
their things out. Colonel Eldridge was said to have replied, “You 
may burn it, but every time you burn this hotel I will build another 
and add a story to it.” * Shots fired from the cannon and other 
weapons had little effect upon the stone building. An attempt was 
then made to blow it up by setting off kegs of powder in the base- 
ment. When this failed the building was set on fire from the inside 
and in a short time was in ruins. The two printing offices were also 
destroyed and the presses broken into pieces. 

Undismayed by their loss, the Emigrant Aid Company almost im- 
mediately set about to rebuild. At its meeting on June 14 the execu- 
tive committee instructed Pomeroy to prepare the cellar walls at an 
expense not to exceed $2,000.41 A week later the committee again 
considered the building problem. It decided to advise Colonel El- 
dridge to clear the ruins and rebuild the foundation, making it as he 
suggested four feet wider. Doctor Cabot was asked to have his 
brother, an architect, draw plans and make estimates so that they 
could “proceed understandingly, and make the Hotel appropriations 
and expenditures, judiciously and economically. . . .” To raise 
funds, the committee decided to send subscription books to each di- 
rector, “requesting his personal exertions in obtaining additional 
Stock subscriptions or donations, to enable the Company to rebuild 
its Hotel at Lawrence.” It was thought that five hundred dollars in 
stock or subscription from each would furnish ample means. The 


40. Kansas City (Mo.) Times, “‘A Hotel With a History,’ August 22, 1925. 
41. ‘Trustees’ Records,” v. 2, p. 130, June 14, 1856. 
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directors were to report on July 3, and the books were to be turned 
in August 1.42 The company had also instituted a claim against the 
government for the destruction of their hotel, and Pomeroy was 
ordered to remain in Washington to urge this claim.** 

The executive committee was determined to proceed with the 
building. On June 27, C. J. Higginson of the executive committee 
wrote to Charles Branscomb directing him to go to Lawrence and 
take charge of the building of the hotel.*# On the same day Webb 
wrote to S. N. Simpson: “We have decided to rebuild the Hotel, 
and the busy hum of active preparation will soon again be heard in 
Lawrence.” *® And to G. W. Hunt he wrote: “The Hotel will be 
rebuilt, and the work commenced forthwith, so that the structure 
may be ready for occupancy the ensuing Fall.” 4 

The raising of funds did not proceed too well and the committee 
thought out a more convincing appeal. There was much suffering 
and want in Lawrence and other parts of the territory which would 
necessitate relief. The committee decided that the least objection- 
able way of giving this relief would be to furnish work, believing 
that many only temporarily in want would refuse to accept charity 
but would welcome an opportunity to earn wages. They therefore 
appealed to the people to subscribe for stock in the company upon 
the condition that the funds were to be employed for the hotel and 
mills. The money subscribed would be used to hire the needy in 
rebuilding the hotel. Those who subscribed would then have the 
satisfaction of knowing that while they were making a good invest- 
ment they were at the same time assisting in a “meritorious chari- 
table movement.” 7 

Notwithstanding the uncertainty of funds work began on July 10, 
when Branscomb contracted with Hugh O’Neill for the removal of 
the debris.*® O’Neill was to begin work at once and have the site 
cleared within sixteen days.*® In the meantime the executive com- 
mittee “empowered” the conference committee “to authorize Mr. 
Branscomb to proceed with the work . . . as rapidly as in their 
judgment it may be advisable.” *° On August 6 they sent him the 


42. Ibid., v. 2, pp. 188, 134, Jume 21, 1856; Webb to Pomeroy, June 21, 1856, in 
“Letter Press Book.” 

43. ‘Trustees’ Records,” v. 2, p. 135, June 27, 1856. 

44. “Letter Press Book,” pp. 77-81. 

45. Webb to Simpson, June 27, 1856, ibid., p. 72, “EAP.” 

46. Webb to G. W. Hunt, June 27, 1856, ibid., p. 70. 

47. Webb to Geo. A. Russell, June 30, 1856; to the Rev. William C. Clark, July 29, 
1856, ibid., pp. 83, 166. 

48. ‘Misc. Papers,” “EAP.” 

49. “Accounts,” “EAP.” 

60. ‘Trustees’ Records,” v. 2, p. 150, July 25, 1856. 
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plans for the basement, instructing him to begin laying the founda- 
tion at once, “conforming in all respects to the plan” and not to 
render himself liable for more money than he had at his command."! 
Again on October 1, the committee advised Branscomb that the re- 
building of the hotel was in his hands, and if he thought affairs in the 
territory warranted, he was to contract for the construction of the 
basement wall according to the plan in his possession. He was again 
warned not to spend more than $2,000 without further instructions.®* 

But the committee was beginning to lose its enthusiasm for hotel 
building. In answer to a letter of Robinson who was urging the im- 
portance of continuing the work, Webb answered that the company 
wanted to make improvements at all of its settlements, but its means 
were limited, and besides the “nature and extent” of its interests 
seemed “imperfectly understood”; that its shares in Lawrence had 
been altered and realtered until nothing was definite and until these 
had been placed beyond all “reasonable contingency” it would be 
unwise to make further investments.®* 

However Branscomb went ahead with the building, contracting 
with Elijah A. Deelan on October 23 for excavating the cellar at 
thirty-five cents per cubic yard and with T. L. Whitney and Joseph 
Low on November 3 for the masonry. On November 5 he made an 
agreement with William Perry for making twenty-four window 
frames and one door frame of the best quality of pine.™ 

At a meeting on November 7, the executive committee discussed 
the feasibility of discontinuing the work until spring and voted to 
leave it to the judgment of Pomeroy and Branscomb. If they 
thought it unwise to proceed they were to draw the balance of the 
letter of credit and apply it on the mill freight charges. But at 
their meeting two weeks later the committee themselves decided that 
the work should not continue beyond the fulfillment of the existing 
contracts until more funds were secured. They also decided that the 
building ought not to cost more than $12,000 and certainly not to 
exceed $15,000.5° Branscomb had previously estimated the cost at 
$25,000 or $30,000. 

Higginson accordingly informed Branscomb of the action of the 
committee. He advised him to put boards over the tops of the base- 

51. Webb to Branscomb, August 6, 1856, “Letter Press Book,” p. 204. 

52. Higginson to Branscomb, October 1, 1856, ibid., p. 356. 

58. Webb to Robinson, October 7, 1856, ibid., p. 375. 

54. “Contracts,” “EAP.” 


55. ‘Trustees’ Records,” v. 2, p. 188, November 7, 1856. 
56. Ibid., pp. 195, 196, November 21, 1856. 
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ment walls to protect them from injury during the winter weather. 
“We have not at any time,” he wrote, “contemplated building more 
than the basement this Autumn, and the present position of affairs 
in the Territory induces the Com. to turn their attention and means 
now to establishing the Mills.” He also urged Branscomb to find 
ways of reducing the cost, for the committee would not again spend 
so much money on a hotel.5? 

Meanwhile the company’s agents in the territory were urgently 
begging that the building be pushed with all haste. On December 1, 
Branscomb wrote to the committee that a hotel similar to what 
they had proposed was “absolutely demanded by the wants and ne- 
cessities of the community and the Territory.” “It is a matter of 
general complaint,” he asserted, “how badly we are provided for in 
that respect.” He was sure that the contract for the remainder of 
the building should be made at once. On December 5 he again 
advised the committee to make an estimate and determine whether 
$25,000 was too much for the building. He thought that the work 
contracted for would be completed before January.™* 

Webb answered Branscomb on December 31, explaining that 
every member of the committee was anxious to complete the hotel at 
the “earliest practicable period,” but how soon that would be was 
questionable. He said that there was a difference of opinion as to 
the amount to expend on the building due to the fact that their 
means were limited and that there were other pressing calls. He also 
told him that their other settlements were in need of accommodations 
as well as Lawrence. Webb then gave his own personal opinion as 
follows: 

The more I reflect upon the matter, the more convinced am I, that our 
proper course was to have put up at each of the Free-State Towns a plain, 
substantial building at a cost of some $2,000, at which good accommodations 
could be furnished on reasonable terms, and at a rate within the means of the 
greater portion of those for whose comfort & convenience we should in the 
first place look out. An expensive Hotel would be a desirable ornament to a 
Place, and would undoubtedly attract strangers and induce them to tarry 
longer than they otherwise would and probably be the means of their expend- 
ing and perhaps investing some of their surplus funds; but the cost of, and 
consequent charges at, such an establishment, would necessarily debar most 
new settlers from enjoying its advantages— As a matter of pride I wish to 
see the Hotel arise with increased splendor and enlarged dimensions; but un- 
less we obtain our claim against [the] government, I do not see how we can 
afford to indulge in such a luxury. I of course in these remarks am only ex- 
pressing my individual sentiments. The Ex. Com. may perhaps yet see the 


57. Higginson to Branscomb, November 22, 1856, ‘“‘Letter Press Book,”’ pp. 465-467. 
58. ‘Trustees’ Records,’ v. 2, pp. 203, 204, 211, 214. 
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way clear to go on with the work in the Spring. Your estimate of the cost 
will be presented at the meeting on Friday next. As already stated to you 
there is a strong sentiment prevailing in the Committee, that acting as they 
are in trust for a Company they should not make further investments or ex- 
penditures in Lawrence until the various conflicting claims are adjusted, and 
the Co’s. rights and interests are placed beyond risk from any of the contest- 
ants. . . .”59 


The new year arrived and the prospects for the building were no 
brighter. The stone work of the basement was not yet finished. The 
executive committee thought of modifying its plan so as to have the 
lower story fitted up for stores. Members of the committee were 
even considering the possibilities of erecting a block of stores instead 
of a hotel as being a less expensive and more remunerative project. 
The latter plan they were considering the more since they understood 
that certain individuals were engaged in hotel building, and one of 
the principles of the company was not to compete with individual 
enterprise.’ Nothing more was done and on January 16, Branscomb 
informed them that the winter was cold and nothing could be done 
until spring.® 

It was perhaps a great relief to the committee to receive a letter 
from S. W. Eldridge dated February 2 in which he proposed to pur- 
chase the hotel foundation, stable and the three lots connected there- 
with. Eldridge, who was in Boston at the time, offered five thousand 
dollars for the property, five hundred dollars down payment and 
the rest within sixty days from the acceptance of the proposition. 
The committee called a special meeting for February 7, to consider 
the offer. After some deliberation it was voted to authorize Brans- 
comb to convey the property to Eldridge upon the following condi- 
tions: That he should pay the five thousand dollars to the treasurer 
of the company on or before April 7, 1857, or forfeit the five hundred 
dollars. That he should build a hotel according to the plan in the 
possession of the company, any alterations to be approved by them. 
That he should assume the contract for the construction of the base- 
ment and deposit one thousand dollars as security before being given 
possession. That the stone and other materials on the lots which 
had been sold to Whitney & Low were not to be included in the sale.®* 
Eldridge later complained of the construction the committee put 
upon the agreement, insisting that the five thousand dollars included 
all the company had paid and were to pay on existing contracts. 

59. Webb to Branscomb, December 31, 1856, “Letter Press Book,” pp. 556-560. 

60. Webb to Braascomb, January 26, 1857, ibid., p. 605. 

61. ‘Trustees’ Records,”’ v. 3, p. 29. 


62. Ibid., v. 3, pp. 34-37, February 7, 1857. 
63. Ibid., v. 3, p. 126, May 15, 1857. 
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By February 13, Eldridge had deposited the initial payment and 
requested that the committee modify its stipulations so as to require 
him only to erect a first class hotel.“* Branscomb was forthwith 
instructed to transfer the property to Eldridge when he had paid 
forty-five hundred dollars in cash, and to take special care that 
nothing be done to impair in any way the company’s title until the 
actual payment was made. He was also authorized to cancel Mal- 
lory & Earle’s lease of the hotel stable. 

Eldridge had trouble raising the money but by June 22 he had 
completed the payments and had taken possession of the property. 
In partnership with his three brothers, he immediately began work 
on the building. On August 6 the Lawrence Republican noted that 
the immense foundation and cross walls were finished and the brick- 
laying had commenced. Under the new management the building 
advanced rapidly. The work continued through the severe cold 
weather in November and early in December the walls were up and 
the roof was being put on. It was the intention to have the hotel 
completed by the opening of spring. The Eldridge brothers received 
much praise for continuing the work in the face of so many obsta- 
cles. 

Like the Free-State Hotel, the building before its completion be- 
came a popular place for social gatherings. The first large event 
was a ball given on January 29, 1858, in compliment to the Eldridge 
brothers. The public was invited through the Lawrence papers 
under the caption: 


“TRUTH CRUSHED TO EARTH SHALL RISE AGAIN.” 
FREE-STATE HOTEL BALL. 


A committee of thirty-nine in charge of the affair included Charles 
Robinson, James H. Lane, C. K. Holliday, H. Miles Moore, P. B. 
Plumb, 8. N. Wood, Martin Conway, O. E. Learnard, G. W. Deitz- 
ler and many other prominent persons. Admission tickets, with sup- 
per included, were five dollars. The proceeds were to go toward 
the hotel furnishings, and thereby help in some measure to retrieve 
Colonel Eldridge’s loss in the destruction of the Free-State Hotel. 
Nothing was left undone to make the party the “most elegant” ever 


64. Ibid., v. 8, p. 48, February 18, 1857. 


65. C. J. Higginson and L. B. Russell to Branscomb, February 238, 1857, “EAP”’ cor- 
respondence. 


66. “Journal,” p. 29, “EAP.” 
67. Herald of Freedom, December 12, 1857; Lawrence Republican, December 17. 
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given in Kansas. The well-known caterers, H. C. Whitley & Co., 
were employed in the culinary department and the Lawrence Cornet 
band furnished the music. “No one, probably, in Kansas,” wrote 
the Lawrence Republican, “has done more for the prosperity and 
permanent good of the Territory, as well as the town of Lawrence 
than has Col. Eldridge, and we hope and expect that this will be the 
affair of the season.” ®* One would be interested in knowing the re- 
sult of so much preparation, how many were present, how much 
money was realized, etc., but the author was unable to find any ac- 
count of the ball after it took place. 

About three weeks later, on Friday evening, February 19, the 
Good Templars held a festival at the hotel. An invitation was ex- 
tended to all members in the territory and to all friends of temper- 
ance. Tickets to this gathering were three dollars. The Lawrence 
Cornet band was again pressed into service to furnish music for the 
dancing. The Reverend Mr. Lovejoy and the Reverend Mr. Brant 
gave addresses, and at eight o’clock a supper was served.® 

Although the Lawrence Republican announced on May 6 that the 
three lower stories of the Eldridge Hotel would be completed before 
the 21st of the month, it was not until December 16 that the building 
was furnished and opened to guests. Besides being a story higher 
than the Free-State Hotel, the Eldridge House was longer and wider, 
extending a hundred feet along the east front and one hundred and 
seventeen feet back. The cost was estimated at $80,000. The Law- 
rence Republican gave the following description: 

It is a four story building, fronting on two streets. The first story is occupied 
with stores, a billiard room and a spacious apartment devoted to culinary 
matters. It contains one hundred rooms and can comfortably and without 
excessive crowding, accommodate both in the dining hall and sleeping rooms 
two hundred guests—The second story is occupied with a general sitting room, 
register’s office and ample parlors, ladies and gentlemen’s, richly furnished with 
sofas, mirrors, elegant carpeting, &c. There are several parlors with bed-rooms 
attached and all elegantly furnished. Much of the carpeting is Brussels and 
the remainder the best quality of “threeply.” Almost all the rooms are fur- 
nished with stoves. 

Everything about the house is new and in the best order. The house itself 
is built in the most substantial manner, and neither money nor time have been 
spared to make it what it really is, a “first class Hotel.” 

In case of fire, from which the building is admirably guarded, there are 
three ways of escape from the second and third floors and two from the fourth, 


besides scuttle holes by which Mayor Babcock’s and Stearns’ buildings can be 
reached. 


68. Ibid., January 21, 1858. 
69. Ibid., February 4, 1858; Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, February 6. 
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The energy and enterprise which have carried this great undertaking to a 
successful issue in times of such universal scarcity and pressure, cannot be too 
highly commended. By such men and such means does Kansas become the 
most thrifty and prosperous of communities. . . .7 

The Eldridge House, with its four stories towering above the other 
buildings like a modern skyscraper, added much to the appearance 
of the town. The Lawrence people were proud of it. One visitor 
said that he could see it “eight or ten miles from the place.” “It gave 
a magnificent appearance at that distance,” he added, “that would 
please the beholder.” *! Governor Medary, after making a survey 
of the building, wrote to his wife in Columbus, Ohio, that he could 
procure a better room and fixtures in Lawrence than in that city.” ™ 
And C. K. Holliday wrote: “The Eldridge House is fully open—and 
is very splendid, and elegantly furnished. It is as good a house as 
any in Cleveland and as large as all the Hotels in Meadville put 
together.” ** Horace Greeley, visiting Lawrence in the spring of 
1859, likewise spoke of the “magnificent hotel” which he feared was 
“far better . . . than its patronage will justify.” It was con- 
sidered the finest hotel west of St. Louis. 

On New Year’s eve the Eldridges gave a grand opening ball. It 
was said to have been one of the “gayest assemblies” ever held in 
Lawrence. One hundred couples attended, and the Lawrence Cornet 
band was again on hand to provide music. The tables were “gor- 
geously furnished” and were supplied with “all the delicacies which 
could be found in the most extensive saloons of the eastern cities.” 
It was also a well dressed group. Colonel Holliday informed his wife 
that there was much fine dressing now and that he was obliged to 
buy a new frock coat and the “finest military overcoat you ever 
saw.” The editor of the Herald of Freedom counted forty-eight 
couples on the floor at one time with plenty of room for all. He 
thought it a “brilliant contrast” to a party given four years pre- 
viously by a Mr. Litchfield at his “mud cabin boarding house,” 
where for want of room to dance the guests spent the evening in 
social conversation.”® 

The territorial legislature met at Lecompton in January, 1859, and 
adjourned to Lawrence to hold its session. Governor Medary and 

70. Lawrence Republican, December 23, 1858. 

71. Herald of Freedom, February 13, 1858. 

72. Lawrence Republican, December 23, 1858. 

78. Holliday to his wife, January 30, 1859, ‘“‘Holliday Collection,”’ MSS. division, Kansas 
State Historical Society. 


74. Horace Greeley, An Overland Journey, From New York to San Francisco 
(New York, C. M. Saxton, Barker & Co., 1860), p. 43. 


75. Holliday to his wife, January 30, in ‘Holliday Collection.” 
76. Herald of Freedom, January 8, 1859. 
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a large number of the councilmen and members of the house were 
guests of the Eldridge House. To honor the governor, a dinner was 
given Saturday evening, February 5. It was given especially to 
express appreciation for his “dignity, firmness, and impartiality” in 
discharging his official duties. A large crowd of men and women 
representing every shade of Kansas politics was in attendance. An 
excellent dinner was served and afterwards numerous toasts were 
given. The first toast to Governor Medary was responded to at 
some length. Among the ten other toasts offered was one to Kansas 
territory, “the Eden and Ophir of the ‘far West’.” Another was to 
the women of Kansas, “without them our Eden would be a desert, 
our Ophir valueless.” At a late hour the program was concluded and 
the guests departed. One editor thought that the occasion inaugu- 
rated a new era in Kansas, an “era of union and harmony between 
the Executive and the people. . . .”7 

The Eldridge House became the center of the town’s social activi- 
ties. Balls, banquets, weddings, political meetings and gatherings of 
all kinds were held there. Many noted guests were also entertained. 
Mention has been made of Horace Greeley’s visit in May, 1859. 
From the steps of the Eldridge House he addressed a large gathering. 
On September 26, 1860, William H. Seward, the senator from New 
York, and his party visited Lawrence and were the hotel’s guests. 
In the party were other distinguished persons including General 
Nye, Rufus King of the Milwaukee Sentinel, Charles Francis Adams, 
Jr., and a Mr. Hays of the New York Herald. In the afternoon 
Seward spoke to a large crowd in front of the hotel.” 

Four years after the Eldridge House was opened it too was de- 
stroyed. Quantrill and his guerrilla band entered Lawrence on 
August 21, 1863, reduced the town practically to ruins and murdered 
a great number of its citizens. The Eldridge House suffered great 
losses. Sixty or more guests, a number of them Eastern men who 
had come out to look over the country with a view to making in- 
vestments, and other families boarding permanently, lost their per- 
sonal belongings and household goods. On the first floor were five 
stores and a law office, and the damage to these alone was said 
to have been $60,000. The loss to the whole building was perhaps 
$150,000. But the occupants were spared their lives, a thing diffi- 
cult to understand considering the treatment given other hotels. 
For instance, after the Johnson House, the next largest hotel, sur- 
rendered, its male occupants were taken out and shot. 


77. Ibid., February 12; Lawrence Republican, January 20, February 10, 1859. 
78. Ibid., September 27, 1860. 
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The Lawrence people, almost paralyzed by the blow, silently set 
about burying their dead and caring for the wounded and homeless. 
What to do they did not know. Some thought it futile to rebuild, 
that the rebels would again destroy the town. But finally courage 
and determination overcame their fears, and in a short time the 
work of rebuilding was going on everywhere. 

Almost the first thought in the minds of prominent citizens after 
the raid was the rebuilding of the Eldridge House. Ten days after 
the destruction of the town the following appeal was made to S. W. 
Eldridge: 

Ruins of Lawrence 
September 1, 1863 
To Col. S. W. Eldridge 

The Free State Hotel is again in ruins by the hands of Proslavery fiends— 
We, your neighbors & friends appeal to you not to be discouraged but arouse 
yourself to action & rebuild the noble structure as near as possible as it was— 
We will aid you to the utmost of our ability & firmly believe the friends of 
freedom throughout the land will aid you—We respectfully urge you to visit 
those friends throughout the States & give them the opportunity of contrib- 
uting— We know they will aid in the erection of such a monument to Free- 
dom— 


George W. Deitzler Robert Morrow 

C. Robinson L. Guild 

C. W. Babcock Simpson Brothers 
Lyman Allen H. P. Grovenor 

O. Wilmarth Wesley H. Duncan 
S. K. Huson James Blood 

R. W. Ludington W. E. Sutliff & Co. 
Josiah Miller Ridenour & Baker 


Edward D. Thompson 


On the back, the petition was endorsed by the Kansas delegation in 
congress, J. H. Lane, S. C. Pomeroy and A. C. Wilder, by Lt. Gov. 
T. A. Osborn, and by several generals in the army including James 
G. Blunt.”® 

But Colonel Eldridge had suffered such losses that he was unable 
to rebuild without aid. Early in May, a suggestion was made that 
the city give ten thousand dollars and that citizens subscribe toward 
the enterprise. Eldridge expressed his opinion that ten thousand dol- 
lars from the city would be sufficient. On June 8 a meeting was held 
on the Eldridge House site to consider plans for rebuilding. At this 
meeting a committee was appointed to visit the city council and ask 
them to call an election for submitting the question of the city’s 
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contributing ten thousand dollars toward the erection of a hotel 
“equal to the old Eldridge House.” *° 

To encourage the city officials a petition signed by 115 prominent 
citizens was presented to the council. The petition stressed the im- 
portance of erecting a first class hotel immediately, the necessity of 
municipal aid, and expressed confidence in the ability of S. W. El- 
dridge. It stated the willingness of the signers to support the city 
in voting ten thousand dollars in bonds to Eldridge, and pledged 
their votes and influence to secure such action. Among the signers 
were Wilson Shannon, James H. Lane, Sidney Clarke, P. D. Ride- 
nour, S. N. Simpson, George Deitzler, and Charles Robinson.*! 

Frequent articles in the newspapers kept the matter before the 
public. A writer to the Kansas Tribune proposed incorporating a 
joint stock company. He believed that a thousand shares at one 
hundred dollars each would be readily taken, and through the rent 
of stores in the building and the increased value of property the stock 
would pay good dividends.*? On February 25, the editor of the 
Tribune urged the city to vote bonds, arguing that the town was 
prospering and that a good hotel would bring emigrants and would 
be the first inducement to capitalists.®* 

A bond election to vote $15,000 was finally called for March 3. 
The question carried by a vote of 162 to 47. About two weeks later 
the mayor advertised for sealed proposals. The bids were to contain 
the size of the building, its location, approximate cost and the mate- 
rial to be used. The bids were opened on April 5, by the city council 
and the contract was awarded to Colonel Eldridge. The building 
was to be 100 by 117 feet and three stories high.** In addition to the 
fifteen thousand dollars in bonds, a number of citizens gave dona- 
tions. According to the editor of the Tribune one individual sub- 
scribed one thousand dollars and two others five hundred dollars 
each.*5 

Eldridge began immediately with a large force of hands to remove 
the ruins and clean the brick worth saving. On May 3 the Tribune 
reported that the masons would soon commence laying the walls. A 
little more than three weeks later, on May 27, the cornerstone was 

80. Kansas Weekly Tribune, Lawrence, June 9, 1864. 

81. Original manuscript in MSS. division. 

82. Kansas Daily Tribune, Lawrence, January 28, 1865. 

88. Ibid., February 25, 1865. 


84. Ibid., April 7, 1865. 
. Ibid., April 11, 1865. 
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laid with appropriate ceremonies. The Reverend E. Nute, a pioneer 
minister, gave the address. The inscription on the stone read: 
Site of Free State Hotel 


Burned by Sheriff Jones 
May 21, 1856 


Eldridge House 
Burned by Quantrill 
August 21, 1863 


The work continued through the summer, although delayed at 
times by inability to get brick and lumber. By September 20, the 
building was up to the third story. The editor of the Tribune thought 
that it looked too “squatty” and suggested that aid be given to help 
Eldridge add another story. But his appeal received no response, 
since three stories fulfilled the contract. In November the roof was 
put on and the next month the first floor was completed and ready 
for occupation. This floor contained five store rooms which were 
soon rented. The Merchant Tailoring establishment moved in in 
December, and early in January H. H. Ludington opened a saloon 
in one of the rooms. A Bazaar store occupied another room, Drake 
& Crew’s bookstore another, and B. W. Woodward moved the pre- 
scription department of his drug store into the basement.*® 

Work on the rest of the building began to lag. This delay brought 
forth a remonstrance from a citizen taxpayer who inquired about the 
prospects of the building being completed. Although the stores were 
finished he thought that the city could hardly afford to give a bonus 
of $3,000 each for five store rooms. Nor did he think that the city 
could afford to give $15,000 for the erection of a hotel to be com- 
pleted when the rent from the stores furnished the money. He de- 
clared that all that had been done in the last three months could 
have been accomplished in three days. “We want the hotel now,” he 
asserted, “and it is due to the city that it be completed at the earli- 
est possible time. . . .”% 

On May 21, 1866, Eldridge sold the hotel to George W. Deitzler. 
The purchase price was nearly $50,000, and the name, Eldridge 
House, was retained. Deitzler began pushing the work with the ut- 
most energy, engaging all the workmen who could be employed.®* 
Early in June the firm of Johnson & Wiggins completed the plaster- 
ing,®® and in July Deitzler leased the building to E. A. Smith and 

86. Ibid., December 24, 1865; January 23, 28, February 10, March 20, 1866. 

87. Ibid., March 15, 1866. 


88. Ibid., May 22, 25, 1866. 
. Ibid., June 3, 1866. 
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.T E. C. Stevens. Stevens was experienced in the work, having been 
connected with the Planter’s Hotel in Leavenworth for a number of 
years.*°° The hotel was opened for the reception of guests on Sep- 
tember 27, and the next evening the proprietors celebrated by giving 
a ball at Frazer’s hall. The public was invited and many persons 
from Leavenworth and the surrounding towns attended. The hall 
was crowded and according to the Tribune the ball was a “grand 
success.” ®} 


t The building was three stories high with a frontage of one hun- 
. dred feet on Massachusetts street and one hundred and seventeen 
it feet on Winthrop. The first floor was used principally for stores 


with the hotel office and the main entrance on Massachusetts street 


4 and the kitchen in the rear. The sixty-four rooms in the upper 
me stories included sleeping rooms and parlors. In addition to these 
ap were linen closets and rooms for domestics. The dining room on the 
ae second floor was 32 by 70 feet.9? It was well arranged and con- : 
™ tained such modern conveniences as a “Patent Carving Table” fif- 
- teen feet long which was heated the entire length with hot water. 
a The rooms were large, airy and well lighted, with high ceilings, and 
me furnished in the “tastiest and most comfortable style. . . .”” 
All the modern improvements were included in the equipment of 
nt the building. On each floor was a wide hall and connected with the 
= | ground floor was a billiard saloon 40 by 70 feet. In 1868 the billiard 
_ hall was redecorated and furnished in a style “not outdone by any 
- similar establishment in the country.” 
ty In January, 1876, the Eldridge House again changed hands, being 
-. purchased by H. H. Ludington, who changed its name to the Luding- 
“* ton House. Four years later J. R. Pershall of Junction City 
ld bought it.°° The former name was restored, and with the exception 
ne of the four years during which it was owned by Ludington it has 
i. been known as the Eldridge House since the erection of the second 
building. 

- The Eldridge House did not always maintain its high standards. 
ge At one time at least it was in a dilapidated condition. In 1883 a 
te writer to the Tribune described it as an old barn with no paint, no 
88 shutters at the windows, not a bath in the whole house, and the 
r= 90. Ibid., July 18, 1866. 
nd 91. Ibid., September 27, 29, 1866. 

92. Ibid., May 25, 1866. 

93. Ibid., September 26, 1866. 

94. Kansas Weekly Tribune, May 14, 1868. 

95. Ibid., January 6, 1876. 

. The Western Home Journal, Lawrence, September 9, 1880. 
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plastering falling off in many of the rooms. He considered it a 
“lamentable fact” that Lawrence could not “boast of one building 
in which to run a strictly first-class hotel.” However, he exonerated 
the proprietor, J. R. Pershall, from all blame.®%* In September of 
that year Bernard Murry became manager. Murry had been in 
charge of the McClure House in Canon City, Colo., a place noted 
for the abundance and variety of its food and the “excellence of its 
cuisine.” He immediately set about to repair and refurnish the 
building. Under his capable management the house was restored to 
its former prestige and Lawrence no longer had reason to be ashamed 
of its big hotel.®* 

The property has changed hands many times since 1865. On 
December 5, 1865, it was deeded to the city and soon after turned 
over to the county for taxes. The next year it was purchased by 
George Deitzler from Shalor Eldridge. Other owners have been 
H. H. Ludington, J. R. Pershall, Mrs. A. M. Deitzler and Edward 
Maloy. In 1899 Maloy sold the building and contents to E. G. 
Conn. After passing through the hands of several members of the 
Conn family, it was sold to Anna L. Hutson in November, 1907. 
Mrs. Hutson deeded it to her two sons, George E. and William G., 
in 1910, and two years later William G. Hutson, the present owner, 
became sole possessor.® 

For fifty-nine years after its rebuilding in 1866 the Eldridge 
House continued to operate without major alterations. It became 
widely known—in one instance in not too complimentary a way. In 
the fall of 1914, Julian Street, an American author, stopped at 
Lawrence on a visit to Kansas and the West. In an article in Col- 
lier’s he facetiously described his brief visit to the Eldridge House 
as follows: 

; I retired to the Eldridge House dining room and ordered the fifty- 
cent luncheon. If it was the worst meal I had on my entire trip, it at least 
fulfilled an expectation, for I had heard that meals in Western hotels were 
likely to be poor. It is only just to add, however, that a number of sturdy 
men who were seated about the room ate more heartily and vastly than any 
other people I have seen, excepting German tourists on a Rhine steamer. I 
envy Kansans their digestions. For my own part, I was less interested in 
my meal than in the waitresses. . . . There is, I trust, nothing improper in 
making mention of the striking display of jewelry worn by the waitresses at 
the Eldridge House. All wore diamonds in their hair, and not one wore less 
than fifty thousand dollars’ worth. These diamonds were set in large hairpins, 

97. Kansas Weekly Tribune, April 20, 1883. 


98. Lawrence Daily Journal, September 9, 1883. 
99. Lawrence Journal-World, August 22, 1925. 
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and the show of gems surpassed any I have ever seen by daylight. Luncheon 
at the Eldridge suggests, in this respect, a first night at the Metropolitan 
Opera House in New York, and if it is like that at luncheon what must it be 
at dinner? Do they wear tiaras and diamond stomachers? I regret that I am 
unable to say, for, immediately after luncheon, I kept an appointment, pre- 
viously made, with the driver of the auto hack. . . .100 


According to the Kansas City Star Hutson was not at all indignant 
at Street’s remarks, but was gratified at the notice his establishment 
had received. He accordingly presented the Eastern writer with a 
season meal ticket with the following message: 

The Eldridge House, fortunate enough to come under your notice, has 
achieved national prominence as a result of your recent visit to Lawrence and 
the article you have written for Collier’s about your brief stay here. 

I hardly dare to think about the sum that would have to be spent to reach 


this result by any other means than the one you have employed without ex- 
pectation or hope of reward. 


Not in any way as a measure of the service you have rendered, but as an 
earnest of my appreciation, I beg to extend to you the privileges of the Eldridge 
House dining room for the season of 1915. 

Trusting that you may be able to make frequent use of the enclosed pass, I 
remain, Yours very truly, 

W. G. Hutson. 

The second Eldridge House was one of the most modern of its day, 
but a later era of hotel building, bringing new inventions and im- 
provements, antiquated the establishment. Not long after William 
G. Hutson became owner in 1912, the World War, with its attendant 
high prices, shattered whatever dreams or plans he may have had 
for a new building. The unsettled financial conditions after the 
war also precluded any such venture by one person. Meanwhile 
Lawrence was badly in need of a modern hotel. In 1925 an appeal 
was made to the Lawrence people to help in the enterprise, and 
through a popular campaign, initiated by the Lawrence Chamber of 
Commerce, fifty thousand dollars was raised by subscription.1 

Preliminary arrangements having been completed, work began on 
the new building May 18, 1925. The plan was to rebuild in sections, 
leaving one part standing to continue hotel accommodations. On 
the above date workmen began to tear down the north half.2% Day 
and night shifts speeded the work in an endeavor to complete the 
building in time for the return of the old K. U. “Grads” for the 
Missouri-Kansas football game that fall.1 

100. ‘“Kansas—Where All Signs Fail,”’ in Collier’s, October 24, 1914, p. 20. 

101. Kansas City (Mo.) Star, October 25, 1914. 

102. Lawrence Daily Journal-World, October 10, 1929. 


103. Ibid., August 21, 1925; Kansas City (Mo.) Star, June 28, 1925. 
104. Ibid., July 26, 1925. 
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On August 21, the sixty-second anniversary of the Quantrill raid, 
the ceremony for the laying of the cornerstone took place. The 
exercises were held in front of the building with the workmen’s 
scaffold for a platform. A crowd of people stood in Massachusetts 
street blocking the traffic. Many of the old settlers who had wit- 
nessed the sacking and burning of the first Eldridge House were 
there. The daughter of Colonel Eldridge came from California. 
Mrs. Anna Lane Johnson, Jim Lane’s daughter, was also present. 
The principal address was given by W. E. Connelley, secretary of 
the Kansas State Historical Society. Fred Trigg of the Kansas City 
Star, Mayor Frank M. Holliday and R. C. Rankin also spoke.?® 

The work continued, but the goal for the completion of the building 
was not realized. It was not until the beginning of April, 1926, that 
the first unit was finished. Its formal opening took place on the 
afternoon of April 8, when the entire hotel was thrown open to visi- 
tors. According to the editor of the Journal-World, the “procession 
of callers literally ran into the thousands and the hotel lobbies were 
crowded from 2:30 o’clock in the afternoon until nearly midnight. 

> 106 

After the first unit was finished, work began on the south half. 
The celebration for the completion of this addition occurred Jan- 
uary 1, 1929, with an open house. A large crowd filled the lobby, 
coffee shop, grill room and ball room. Music for dancing was fur- 
nished by Kansas City orchestras. In addition to the coffee shop 
and dining room, the new part contained about fifty guest rooms 
on the upper floors. The dining room was beautifully finished in 
ivory and gold, the coffee shop in jade and green and the grill room 
with tinted bricks. Pennants of the “Big Six” athletic teams deco- 
rated the inlaid panels on the tile floor.’ 

The Eldridge House continues to carry on. Lawrence would not 
be Lawrence without it. It originated with the town, has grown 
with it, and is embedded deeply in its traditions. 


105. Lawrence Daily Journal-World, August 22, 1925; Kansas City (Mo.) Times, August 
22, 1925. 

106. Lawrence Daily Journal-World, April 9, 1926. 

107. Ibid., January 2, 1929; Topeka Daily Capital, September 25, 1928. 





Eastern Kansas in 1869-1870 


Paut H. Gippens 


I. INTRODUCTION 


OCATED about twenty miles from the place where Col. E. L. 
Drake drilled the first oil well in 1859, The Venango Spectator 
at Franklin, Pa., gave its readers full and complete information 
about the drilling of this first oil well and the subsequent excitement 
along Oil creek, which ushered in the petroleum industry. Despite 
their sensational character these events did not monopolize the 
columns of the Spectator, for it frequently printed for its readers 
letters from persons who were either visiting or settling in the region 
beyond the Mississippi, where equally significant events were oc- 
curring. Personal letters to the editor concerning life on the Great 
Plains—in Colorado, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and other 
places—always provided interesting reading material for those in 
northwestern Pennsylvania. It was the most convenient means of 
learning about the growth of the New West. 

The following letters were copied from The Venango Spectator. 
They were written from different places in Kansas and by an un- 
known person, except for No. 3. Some insight into the character 
of eastern Kansas in 1869-1870 may be gleaned from reading them. 


Il. THe Lerrers 
Kansas City, Mo. 
September 4, 1869. 
Dear Spectator :* 

I might indulge here in a poetical and romantic leave-taking from 
the “home of my childhood and the friends of my youth,” and I can 
call to mind many quotations upon that subject which would both 
serve to fill up space and weary your patience; but I will not. I will 
let you off. 

I arrived here about two weeks since, having experienced on my 
journey nothing beyond the usual incidents of travel. Thinking I 
might possibly interest you, I will give you a brief outline of my 
impressions of the place. 

Kansas City is situated on the south bank of the Missouri river, 
about one mile from the mouth of the Kansas (or Kaw as they call 
it here). It is a city in fact, as well as in name, and in this it differs 


1. The Venango Spectator, Franklin, Pa., September 10, 1869. 
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from many of the Western villages (and some in Venango county 
that I call to mind) which seek to add to their importance by the 
addition of the extra word to their names. It probably has about 
30,000 inhabitants, though the natives will tell you “from 35,000 to 
40,000.” Indeed, there is every prospect of their boast being realized, 
for the population has been several times doubled in the past few 
years, and there are more signs of prosperity now than ever before. 
It is built upon a succession of high bluffs, and the cost of grading 
has been immense. In many places the excavations for streets and 
buildings are fifty feet in depth; in other places large ravines have 
been filled up. It is said that the grading of the city has cost as 
much as the buildings. Buildings are mostly of brick, and many of 
them faced with what is called Junction City marble, a peculiar kind 
of limestone, which, when first quarried, is so soft that it is sawed 
with a common handsaw, but by exposure becomes hard and durable. 

A great rivalry exists between the cities on the Missouri river, but 
this place has fairly outstripped them all. The first bridge across 
the Missouri has been built at this point, at a cost of over $1,000,000. 
Seven railroads centre here, and this is the point of shipment for 
nearly all of Kansas and the great southwest. There is a visible 
source of supply for the existence of the city, which is much more 
than can be said of many of the “future railroad centres of the great 
West.” There is scarcely a town in the West but what claims that 
distinction, and boasts a dozen or more intended lines of roads; but 
while the claims of these places exist only in imagination or on paper, 
those of Kansas City are already accomplished facts. Property here 
is rapidly increasing in value and rents are high. I note one case of 
a building just completed at a cost of $16,000, and which rents for 
$10,000 per annum. 

Franklin has several representatives in the population, and, I am 
happy to say, they are all doing well. Indeed, everybody who comes 
here with a definite idea of what he intends to do, and has any quali- 
fications for the business, is sure to do well. 

But the person who comes here without money and without pros- 
pects, had much better have staid at home. The West is infested 
with that class of people. Those who have been either too lazy or 
unqualified to make a living in the East come here expecting to find 
it easy. They are disappointed, and many of them, overcome by 
despair, end their existence in the Missouri river. We read of such 
cases every day. 

I would say to all these adventurers, do not come here expecting 
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something to turn up; it must be turned up, and unless they can 
come with the requisites to do it, they had better stay away. 
R. 


Olathe, Kansas 
November 13, 1869. 
Dear Spectator:? 


I have just been reading in the Eastern papers of the large falls 
of snow and the cold weather you have been having. As yet, the 
entire fall of snow at this place has not exceeded two inches, and 
has remained on the ground but a short time. As I write, the sun 
is shining bright and warm, and dust is flying in the streets. 

This place is on the Missouri River, Ft. Scott & Gulf Railroad, 
about twenty miles south of Kansas City. It has about two thou- 
sand inhabitants, and is steadily and rapidly growing. The place 
was sacked by Quantrill when on the raid made memorable by the 
burning of Lawrence. The name—Olathe—is from the language of 
the Shawnee tribe of Indians and means beautiful. It is destined, 
so the natives tell me, to be a Great Railroad Centre. There is an- 
other Great Railroad Centre twenty miles to the south. It is at 
present known as Paola. Not far from Paola a new town has been 
started; it is now eight weeks old and has five hundred inhabitants; 
its projectors intend it for a G. R. C. There are other G. R. C’s 
in abundance. At present they rejoice in but one railroad which 
charges seven cents per mile for passenger travel and correspond- 
ingly high for freight. Each glorifies itself with half a dozen or 
more projected roads, few of which will ever be projected beyond 
a position on paper. 

Railroads leaving Santa Fe, N. Mex., for an objective point, are 
numerous. Santa Fe railroads (on paper) run through nearly every 
county seat in the state, but at this time not one has been com- 
menced. To be a G. R. C. is the ambition of every Kansas town, 
and all their energies are bent to the attainment of this end. The 
papers of each place give a list, accompanied by explanatory and 
eulogistic remarks, of the railroads centering, or about to centre 
there, about once a month. 

Johnson county embraces some of the best farming land in the 
state, and crops of all kinds are of the best quality and most abun- 
dant. Every kind of crop is said to be sure excepting wheat, which 


2. The Venango Spectator, November 26, 1869. 
3. Quantrill sacked Olathe in September, 1862. He raided Lawrence August 21, 1863. 











ae ee 































374 Kansas HistoricaL QUARTERLY 


occasionally fails by being frozen out, or by the rust. A good crop 
averages 20 bushels per acre. Corn, such as is seldom seen in the 
East, is raised here, and averages about forty bushels to the acre. 
The yield of other grain is great; while the yield of all root crops 
is really marvelous. Sweet potatoes I have seen two, three, and 
even four feet long. Fruit of all kinds is raised with no difficulty. 
The growth of the trees is very rapid, the quality of the fruit is 
delicious and the size and yield wonderful. Grapes do well, the 
climate being well adapted to the growth of almost any variety. 
One drawback, however, to immigration to some parts of the state, 
is the high rate of taxation. This is occasioned by the recklessness 
with which appropriations are made to different purposes, principally 
railroads, by the county and city officials. In Wyandotte county 
many farmers were compelled to sell out and remove to other places, 
because the taxes amounted to more than they could make on their 
property. In this county the taxes are high and many complaints 
are made, especially by the farmers, upon whom they fall most 
heavily. 

The raising of beef cattle for the market has been and is a profit- 
able business. Cattle are grazed upon the open prairie for from 
eight to ten months in the year, the only expense being to corral 
them at night and salt them occasionally. No part of the farm 
need be reserved for making hay to feed them during the balance 
of the time, as the unoccupied prairie will furnish any amount and 
of good quality. Money can be doubled in a year, if the buyer be 
judicious in his purchases. The people have a great horror to Texas 
cattle which are sent to the East in immense quantities through 
Kansas and Missouri. Cattle from Texas, driven through here in 
the warm months, bring with them some epidemical disease which 
destroys all the native cattle grazing near the trail. A law of the 
state prohibits their entrance within its limits, excepting during the 
winter months. Nevertheless the law is frequently disregarded. 
The farmers who suffer thereby become furious and often attack 
the herds, shoot down many of the cattle and drive the balance 
away so that many are never recovered. In some localities they 
threaten to hang any herder who drives Texas cattle within certain 
limits. 

“Lo,” the poor Indian, is plenty here, and every day many of 
them come to town in all the glory of painted faces and dirty 
breeches. He dresses much like his pale-face brother, but has a 
preference for fancy colors and an utter disregard for suspenders 
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and buttons to his nether garments. The occupation of the noble 
red man of the Shawnee tribe is farming, and they own some of the 
best land in the county. Sometimes he is “well-to-do,” and oc- 
casionally even wealthy, maintaining a carriage and other adjuncts 
of civilized prosperity. Although they are quite prosperous here 
they are becoming discontented, owing to the rapidly accumulating 
numbers of the paleface. They are selling their lands and are re- 
moving to the Indian territory, where the government has given 
them a reservation. Poor Lo! he is driven from one place to 
another by the tide of civilization. The Indians’ territory has long 
been kept free from the encroachments of white men, but it will be 
but a short time after the completion of the M. R., Ft. S., & G. R. R. 
until that, too, will be seized for the all-grasping white man. 

The prairie grass this year was of unusual height and rankness, 
and since it has become dry, numerous fires have been the con- 
sequence. Almost every evening the sky may be seen lit up with 
one or more fires, being very destructive, burning the hay and 
fences of many farmers, and in some cases all the buildings. Where 
the precaution is taken of burning the grass for some distance 
around the farm while the air is still, there is no danger from it. 
The beauty of a prairie fire has often been described; poets have 
written of it; but my pen is unequal to the task, so I shall not at- 
tempt to. R. 


Humboldt, Allen Co., Kansas 
January 31, 1870. 
Messrs. Editors:* 

Allow me to say a few words through your columns to my old 
friends in Venango county. We arrived at Lawrence, Kan., May 
27, 1869, and I have spent a portion of my time since in traveling 
through the state, having my headquarters at Lawrence, a city of 
ten thousand inhabitants, noted for enterprise and intelligence. 

After having traveled over the principal part of the state, I con- 
clude that southern Kansas presents the greatest advantages to the 
newcomer. We located at the thriving young city of Humboldt 
about one month ago, of which I shall speak again. 

Many of you are aware that my object in coming to Kansas was 
to recuperate health. We think we have made a wise choice. After 
several month’s experience we find our health as a family decidedly 
benefited by the change. We are convinced that this is among the 


4. The Venango Spectator, February 11, 1870. 
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best climates for invalids, and would particularily advise persons 
suffering with pulmonary complaints to visit this state and enjoy 
the dry, bracing atmosphere of its climate. 

The people of Missouri told us that, what the drought might 
chance to spare, the grasshoppers would surely devour in Kansas. 
But, instead of a drought we have a superabundance of rain, and 
the grasshoppers failed to put in an appearance. 

This state is destined to stand among the brightest stars in our 
federal constellation. She possesses many natural advantages in 
richness of soil, and mildness of climate, which cause a growth of 
fruit and vegetables beyond all expectation and all experience else- 
where. Stock raising is comparatively easy and exceedingly profit- 
able. The people form excellent society in a literary point of view, 
having emigrated from the East, and having been the most enter- 
prizing and intelligent in the land they left. They work together 
in harmony in building churches, schools, and railroads, and accept 
the advantages of the age in the broadest and most liberal sense. 

But to return to our young city: Humboldt is located on the east 
bank of the Neosho river, ninety miles south of Topeka, the capital 
of Kansas. The inhabitants number about twelve hundred and are 
rapidly increasing. There is an abundance of timber for all prac- 
tical purposes, in the immediate vicinity of the town. Coal in large 
quantities and of good quality is found in the surrounding country. 
Rock for building purposes is found on about every quarter-section, 
the soil for many miles around is of a very superior quality and 
produced the past year an abundance of corn, wheat, oats, and all 
kinds of vegetables. 

The Osage Orange hedge is principally used for fencing. Four 
years’ growth from the seed produces a lawful fence. It is very 
durable and is ornamental. 

This is the most promising town in southern Kansas owing to the 
fact that it is the prospective point of junction or crossing of the 
Leavenworth, Lawrence, and the Galveston R. R., and the Union 
Pacific R. R., Southern Branch. These form two of the principal 
roads of the state. The L. L. and the Galveston connects the Great 
Lakes with the Gulf of Mexico, and is completed to a point forty 
miles north of Humboldt. The U. P. S. B. road has its western 
terminus at Junction City, and will be completed to this place, a 
distance of 110 miles, in a few months. 

The U. S. Land Office for southern Kansas is located here. The 
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immigration has been large in quantity and good in quality, and 
will doubtless be largely increased during the coming season. “Wel- 
come!” we say. In this beautiful land there is room for all. 

Gro. W. OcLEssBy. 


Girard, Crawford Co. 
Kansas 
May 2d, 1870. 
Dear Spectator :* 

Since I last wrote to you we have ceased to be a Railroad terminus, 
and are now engaged in talking about when we will be a Railroad 
Centre. The end of the railroad is now at Baxter Springs, which is 
at the State line, forty miles south of this. With the terminus of the 
road we have also lost the gamblers and Nymphs du Pave, which 
latter fact does not make us feel a bit sorry, for we did for a while 
enjoy the unenviable reputation of being the worst town in the 
“Border Tier.” The floating population and mushroom business 
houses have left us and we are able to judge of how we stand as a 
town. The population of our place is now about nine hundred, and 
there is not, that I know of, a single drone in the lot. In point of 
activity and enterprise our Western towns furnish examples which 
it would be hard to find elsewhere. A town of from five hundred to 
one thousand inhabitants here will do as much business as one of 
four to eight thousand in the East. 

We have a community of industrious and intelligent people, who 
are actively engaged in building up the town and improving the sur- 
rounding country. Immigrants are coming into the country in great 
numbers. Long strings of canvas-covered wagons are continually 
streaming in upon us, and I some times wonder whether the East will 
not be entirely depopulated. Vast sections of country are being 
filled up as if by magic. Towns are being raised upon the prairie 
almost with the rapidity mentioned in the reliable history of Alad- 
din’s lamp. 

The price of land is continually rising and I feel sure will be from 
fifty to one hundred percent higher in a year than now. The portion 
of the Neutral Lands which has heretofore been kept out of the 
market, it is said, will be opened for sale with[in] two weeks. We 
hear that the price will range from $5 to $11 per acre, according to 
the distance from the railroad and the quality of the land. Over 


5. The Venango Spectator, May 18, 1870. 
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one half of the land is now claimed, and the cost of these claims will 
make the price of the land range from $10 to $25 per acre, according 
to the improvements. 

In the building up of a new country there is quite a speculation in 
the building of county towns. The county seat is fixed by the vote 
of the citizens of the county, and, as the interest of each town is all 
for itself, there is no limit to the stretching of the returns. In one 
instance where the contest was between Baxter Springs and Colum- 
bus, the Baxter chaps explained their defeat by charging the Colum- 
bus folks with keeping the polls open until after hearing the returns 
from Baxter. In the county west of this there was a lively contest 
between Erie and Osage Mission. The Mission folks sent a commis- 
sion to Erie to watch the polls for the purpose of preventing fraud. 
The Erie people saw the mission of the Mission committee and went 
them one better, as they state it here. A sham voting place was 
opened, and the Mission detectives watched it nearly a whole day 
before discovering that they were sitting on the wrong nest. Did 
these swindled Mission people cuss? A judge of Western human 
nature may bet his pile they did. These gentlemen had no farther 
interest in that election. They didn’t even wait to get the returns, 
but left Erie in disgust. During all this time the strategic voters of 
Erie were engaged in rolling up a majority somewhat larger than the 
population of the whole district. Election returns here are not a safe 
criterion upon which to judge population. 

I have been asked what are the principal advantages of this coun- 
try, and in reply I can scarcely think of any which it does not 
possess. The climate is magnificent. During the past winter the 
mercury fell below zero but once and then only three degrees; and 
I have been told by those who have lived here for three years (the 
“oldest inhabitants”) that it seldom rises above one hundred during 
the summer, and the heat is always tempered by constant breezes 
from the south or south-west. 

The soil is very productive, being considered the best in Kansas, 
and anybody who will take the trouble to look for it in the statistics 
sent from the Patent Office, may see that Kansas ranks the first state 
in the union. Then, too, the farmers here have the two advantages of 
large yields and good prices. I know that it is common in the East 
to say, “If they do raise large crops in the West, they cannot sell 
them for half what we get for ours.” Such remarks do not hold good 
with reference to this section of the country. I have watched the 
market reports printed in the Spectator and have noticed that the 
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prices of all the products of the farm are higher here than in Frank- 
lin. 

For fruit raising and grape culture the climate and soil are both 
especially adapted. Severe frosts do not come at just exactly the 
right time to destroy the peaches and kill the vines. 

Stock-raising, however, seems to be the most profitable business. 
The short, mild winters render but little feeding necessary. Judi- 
cious investments in stock will yield from one to two hundred per 
cent advance in one year’s time. Many men who come to southern 
Kansas with a small capital are getting wealthy in that business; 
and some few who come with ample means are amassing fortunes. 

Now comes what are usually denominated our disadvantages. Of 
timber we have but little, and lumber is consequently higher here 
than in the East. Yet it costs not nearly so much to fence a farm 
here as it does to clear in a timbered country. As a fuel we do 
not miss it, for we have an abundance of coal, of good quality, all 
over the Neutral Lands. Water is not so plenty, nor as good as in 
the temperate, cold water region of Pennsylvania. This is a dis- 
advantage which there is no denying, and it is one which the new- 
comer from better watered regions thinks he cannot endure, yet 
it is not nearly so bad as is generally believed, or as the stranger 
at first supposes. There is a sufficiency of lasting water in the 
streams for stock, and good drinking water can be found most any- 
where by digging from five to twenty feet. 

Though our natural advantages are great, yet it is not to these 
alone that the unparalleled advancement of this section is due. The 
railroads which are stretching like net-work all over the country are 
the cause. There was a time when railroads were caused by and 
followed wealth and civilization. At this time and in this country 
the order is reversed. Railroads are pushed out into the unoccupied 
prairie and wealth and civilization follow as if by magic. 

The Baxter Springs celebration over the completion of the rail- 
road to that place will come off the 12th of this month and I shall 
endeavor to be there. I like to go to Baxter. There is much about 
the place which reminds me of dear old Franklin. They have hills 
and forest and rocks at Baxter, and a river almost as pretty as the 
Allegheny. Among the features of the celebration is to be an Indian 
canoe race and a war dance, by the Paolas [Peorias?], Senecas, 
Quapaws, Delawares, and other tribes. This intelligence, however, 
can scarcely be of interest to you who have so often seen the “Noble 
Red” in his different gyrations of War, Green corn, Peace and Scalp 
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dance, both single, double and high-pressure shuffles, in canvas pa- 
vilions on the public square. 

Although there can scarcely be anything new in this dance to one 
who from his youth up has been a faithful attendant upon the 
“moral and instructive entertainments” hinted at above, yet [I] am 
going to see what is to be seen, and if “our” condition after the fes- 
tivities will permit you shall again hear from 


R. 


Girard, Crawford Co. 
Kansas. 
May 14th, 1870. 
Dear Spectator :* 

Last Wednesday found me, with a railroad pass in my clothes, 
upon the train bound for Baxter Springs, to assist the Baxter people 
in celebrating the completion of the Missouri River, Fort Scott and 
Gulf Railroad to that place.? 

The train was made up of eleven cars and a gaily trimmed loco- 
motive. Some of the distinguished excursionists (besides myself) 
were the Governor of the State, the mayors of Kansas City, Fort 
Scott and Paola, and the editors and reporters of all the principal 
newspapers in the State. Everybody seemed inclined to enjoy them- 
selves. Songs and speeches were made, a generous chap with a keg 
of whiskey swung on his shoulder freely gave the exhilarating liquid 
to all who would, and freely received their inquiries for more. 

Time passed merry as a dinner bell (is that what they usually 
say?) till our arrival in Baxter at about half past eight o’clock. 
Those of us who bore little pieces of ribbon with the inscription “In- 
vited Guest” were marshaled to a large tent where supper was pro- 
vided for us, large in quantity and elegant in quality. In fact the 
table groaned beneath the delicacies (if I knew the author of this last 
sentence, I’d give him credit, for I don’t wish to plagiarize). After 
supper I attended the Indian War Dance upon the public square. 
The dance was not one of the noble red man’s noblest efforts, yet it 
was a sort of sample of his style. I’m not an experienced Jenkins, 
having never “reported” a stylish assembly, or I should attempt, for 
the benefit of your lady readers, a description of dresses worn by 
the principal ladies on that occasion. The gay and festive dancers 


€. The Venango Spectator, May 27, 1870. 


7. For another account of the Baxter Springs railroad celebration of May 12, 1870, see pp. 
401-405 of this Quarterly. 
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were from the Quapaw, Shawnee, Paolas, Seneca and Delaware 
tribes. In the centre of a large circle a bonfire was built, and around 
this ye gentle savage and the dusky maidens of the plain did con- 
gregate. About twenty were squatted upon the ground and sang a 
monotonous continuation of howls, led by a band consisting of one 
small drum. To this music the others, to the number of about fifty, 
danced. The men and the boys were dressed principally in a narrow 
strip of cloth or ornamented buckskin, which hung from their waists 
to within six or eight inches of their knees. Some carried gay colored 
blankets, others had spears, swords, old guns, etc., and were all 
painted with vermillion, black, yellow and red paint, and had their 
waterfalls decorated with feathers and ribbons. At a certain point 
in the dance the women joined in and “balanced all” with consider- 
able vigor. The women were dressed after the manner of her pale- 
face sister, though the colors were gaudy and incongruously arranged, 
orange predominating. The step is monotonous and beyond descrip- 
tion, consisting of various contortions, whirling, and energetic patting 
with the feet, the effect being occasionally made more striking by 
the peculiar Indian yell, made by hallooing sharply while patting the 
mouth with the hand. The yell has been extensively adopted by 
Eastern audiences as a method of expressing applause, perhaps on 
account of its elegance. 

Lo, the poor Indian, whose untutored mind, etc., of this section 
of the country is something of a nondescript. He is neither red, 
white, yellow, black, blue or green, but a mixture of all, most likely, 
though his color is somewhat uncertain. He’s a dressy chap, is Lo. 
The fashion-plates are nowhere in comparison with him. When he’s 
fixed up for company his classic features are likely to represent the 
different hues of the rainbow. He may wear a “stovepipe,” or it 
may only be a “slouch,” but there is surely a feather in it and per- 
haps several of them. He may have a nice black dresscoat, or per- 
haps only a bright colored “Garibaldi.” If he’s stylish he possibly 
has a white shirt, but if he has, the tail thereof is nicely spread out 
over his breeches. Some of his clothes are ornamented with beads, 
and he may have boots, nicely blacked up to the top, with tassels 
on them, if he has the wherewithal to buy them. When Lo comes in 
to celebrate, and brings his family, the dusky maiden of this lodge 
rides astride of her pony, and rides well, too. I was soon tired of 
the war dance and adjourned to the halls where our Caucasian fellow 
men were tripping the light fantastic toe. The ball was a large and 
elegant assembly of the elite of Baxter and indeed the whole state. 
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The ball was kept up during the whole of the night, but the “God 
of day, advancing from the East,” looked in upon a step rather more 
fantastic than light. 

Among those present at the festivities were Dr. W. C. Evans and 
Will J. Connely from Kansas City, and Major Kennedy and wife 
from Franklin, Kan. 

At one time during the night I fancied that a small portion of 
Nature’s sweet restorer wouldn’t go bad. Accordingly we repaired 
to the Brewster House, (dubbed by Connely, the Rooster House, 
saying we would roost there for the night) and were soon corralled 
in a nice bed. We had lain but a short time when other parties 
ladies—cluimed the room, and we had occasion to remember the 
hotel as the Booster House, for we all were “Boosted” out. We 
passed the rest of the night in various ways—quite various, in fact. 
Since we came to think of it, concluded not to go to bed—would 
rather set up than not. We didn’t care a cent about sleeping any- 
how, and besides that, the bed was too hard. 

The festivities next day opened up with the procession to Van 
Epp’s grove (the scene of the Quantrelle [Quantrill] massacre, of 
which I told you in a former letter) where we listened to a number 
of speeches from some of the best orators of the state. 

Very nicely sandwiched in with the speaking was a grand bar- 
becue. Among the delicacies were a roast ox, several sheep, and 
other smaller fowl. The quantity of eatables, both substantial and 
ornamental, was quite large, but could no more satisfy the hunger 
of the immense crowd than could the ducats in my pocket pay off 
the national debt. 

We had more Indian dances, riding, and other exercises. The day 
was warm and the exercise was quite severe. One patriarch, with 
the expression, “Ugh! too much pantaloony,” was about to divest 
himself of his nether garment, which made quite a consternation 
among the ladies. The old cove was persuaded to change his mind. 

In the afternoon there was a canoe race upon Spring river, though 
it offered but a few attractions. 

Some few of us undertook to bathe in the river, but were kept in 
the water and painful suspense for a long time by a party of ladies 
who came down for a look at the scenery. 

Present at the celebration were a large number of “Leaguers,” 
with the rumored intention of disturbing or breaking it up. Lea- 
guers, as I have told you, are a body of men organized to resist the 
title of the railroad company to the lands, and have even gone so 
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far as to resist the construction of the road. They were told by 
one of the speakers that “the building of the railroad had no more 
to do with the Neutral Land question than had a New Zealand 
mayor with the New Jerusalem.” 

Baxter Springs is growing rapidly and undoubtedly has a very 
fair future. In their haste the people have forgotten to build 
churches but they have a nice brewery and something over fifty 
saloons. I was in one of these where I counted twenty tables, all 
occupied by men playing cards for the drinks, which were brought 
to them by “polite lady waiters.” In one corner was a raised plat- 
form occupied by a piano and several musicians who kept up a con- 
tinual din. In another was a healthy looking chap, with a plug hat 
and diamond studs, dealing faro to as many gamblers as could 
crowd around the table. 

Take it all in all, Baxter is a real border town, something on the 
Cheyenne pattern, and not at all the Saints’ Rest which would please 
Richard Baxter who long ago wrote, 

“T preached as though I’d never preach again, 
And as a dying man to dying men.” 

The trade of Baxter is already large and is rapidly increasing. 
Considerable government freighting is done from this point and be- 
fore long the Texas cattle trade, already large, will be immense. 
Valuable lead mines have been discovered near the place, which 
offers weighty reasons for its prosperity, and the time is not far 
distant when the magnificent water power of the Spring river will 
turn many a shaft and spindle. I think I do not exaggerate when I 
say that in two years Baxter Springs will be the metropolis of 
southern Kansas. R. 
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The First Kansas Workmen’s Compensation 
Law 


. 
DoMENICO GAGLIARDO 


S it safe to work? Statistics show that each year thousands of 
workers are killed and hundreds of thousands are maimed. The 
cost to society of these accidents is great and the burden on the de- 
pendents of the unfortunate victims is heavy. Two systems for dis- 
tributing that burden have been devised. The common law, the 
older of the two and happily now largely superseded, provided that 
injured workers, and dependents of those killed, might recover dam- 
ages if they could prove that their employers had been guilty of 
negligence, that they themselves had not assumed the risk and had 
not been guilty of contributory negligence, and that the injury was 
not caused by a fellow servant. Modern industrial technology made 
this law a hollow mockery. Attempted modifications to adjust for 
changing technology, while helpful to some extent, proved generally 
futile. A new method, known in this country as workmen’s compen- 
sation, was devised. In this new system the question of negligence, 
whether of the worker or employer, is no longer important. Com- 
pensation for accidents is paid without respect to fault and the 
amount paid is proportionate to the damages suffered. Germany led 
the way in 1884 and the rest of Europe soon followed. 

The American movement for workmen’s compensation was late in 
developing and gained its first momentum in 1911 when laws were 
adopted in ten states. Kansas, although not an industrial state, was 
among the very first to act. Of the compensation laws now on the 
statute books, those of Kansas and Washington were the first to be 
enacted, both being approved on March 14, 1911.1 The Kansas act, 
however, did not go into effect until January 1, 1912. Nevertheless, 
of existing state acts, only five were made effective before that of 
Kansas, and two others became effective on the same date.? Be- 
cause it was one of the first to be enacted, a study of the Kansas 
law throws some light on the nature and development of the Ameri- 
can compensation movement. 


1. Laws, Kansas, 1911, ch. 218. 


2. U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bulletin No. 272, p. 18. Those effective before the 
Kansas act were: Wisconsin, May 8, 1911; Nevada, July 1, 1911; New Jersey, July 4, 1911; 
California, September 1, 1911; Washington, October, 1, 1911; New Hampshire and Ohio, 
January 1, 1912. 
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Strangely enough, there had been practically no agitation in Kan- 
sas for a compensation act prior to its passage. Organized labor 
was struggling for an improved employers’ liability law, and the de- 
sirability of compensation was not even mentioned in the reports of 
the Kansas Federation of Labor’s legislative committees until the 
August, 1910, convention. The American Federation of Labor had, 
of course, already gone on record in favor of compensation. 

A “state council” of the National Civic Federation was organized 
in Kansas in June, 1910, and Sim A. Bramlette, president of the 
Kansas Federation of Labor, was a member. At the organization 
meeting many topics were discussed, but uniform legislation and 
workmen’s compensation received the greatest consideration.* That 
much interest in workmen’s compensation was being manifested by 
leaders in the legal and other professions became evident. In his 
report to the 1910 convention, Mr. Bramlette recommended that the 
convention should resolve for the appointment of an investigating 
committee similar to that of New York, and that the federation 
should strive for the passage of a compensation act.5 The recom- 
mendation was adopted. But events were moving rapidly, and in- 
stead of remaining content to strive for an investigating committee, 
organized labor proceeded to secure pledges from candidates of both 
parties to enact a compensation law during the 1911 session of the 
legislature. 

When the legislative session was well under way, several compen- 
sation bills were introduced. Partly because other important pro- 
posals were pending, such as suffrage, initiative and referendum, 
public utility regulation, inheritance and corporation taxation, but 
largely because of political dissension with its consequent wrangling, 
squabbling, bickering and maneuvering, workmen’s compensation re- 
ceived little attention. The governor felt obliged to send a special 
message reminding the legislators that both parties were pledged to 
enact a compensation law. He urged action.* The house and senate 
appointed a joint committee on labor to prepare a common bill, and 
that committee held hearings for an entire week at which representa- 


8. The legislative committee of the Kansas State Society of Miners in 1906 recommended 
consideration of the workmen’s compensation bill reported by the Massachusetts committee on 
relations between employer and employee. ‘‘Proceedings [of the Eighth Convention] of the 
Kansas State Society of Miners, 1906,” in Inspector of Coal Mines, Kansas, Biennial Report, 
1904-1906, pp. 223, 224. The committee did not recommend that a similar bill be prepared 
and its enactment attempted, but it did appear to feel that workmen's compensation might 
be a good substitute for the system existing at that time. 

4. Proceedings of the fourth annual convention, Kansas State Federation of Labor, re- 
printed in part in the Twenty-sizth Annual Report of the Kansas Bureau of Labor, p. 63. 

5. Ibid., pp. 68, 64. 


6. Topeka State Journal, February 9, 1911. 
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tives of employers and employees made known their wishes regarding 
compensation and also regarding a general employers’ liability law. 
Representatives of labor favored both; representatives of employers 
opposed both.? It was reported that the joint committee informed 
the employers’ representatives that one or the other of the two bills 
would be passed, offered them their choice of the two, and that they 
chose the compensation bill as the lesser of the two evils.* Opposi- 
tion by the employers practically disappeared when the committee 
made the compensation act elective rather than compulsory. There 
is reason to believe that organized labor would have been satisfied 
with a general employers’ liability law.® 

A bill was prepared by the joint committee and introduced in 
both houses.?° The provisions seem to have been agreed upon by 
representatives of unions and employers.'! In the house, the bill 
met with so little opposition that the commissioner of labor was 
“fined” a barrel of apples because of the “extreme courtesy” shown 
the measure.!2 However, the house amended the bill to make it 
applicable only to employers of fifteen or more, rather than the 
five specified. 

In the senate there was some opposition to the committee bill. A 
faction attempted to substitute for it a bill establishing a commis- 


sion of seven, consisting of one senator, one representative, two 
workers, two employers, and the commissioner of labor, to investi- 
gate thoroughly the entire subject of workmen’s compensation and 
employers’ liability and report its findings and proposals to the 1913 
legislature.1* A compromise was finally effected by adding to the 
committee bill a section providing for such a commission.'* 

Each house passed its bill with amendments, and with substantial 


7. Topeka Daily Capital, February 2 and 4, 1911. Not all employers were opposed to 
the compensation bill. Sen. Emerson Carey, a producer of salt, secured the inclusion of salt 
plants in the act. 

8. Ibid., February 4, 1911; Kansas City (Mo.) Star, February 3, 1911. 

9. Sim A. Bramlette, president of the Kansas Federation of Labor, in a letter to The 
Labor Herald, dated February 23, 1911, complained that the general employers’ liability bill 
had not even been reported out of committee, but_he did not mention workmen’s compensa- 
tion.—Labor Herald, Pittsburg, March 3, 1911. In the March, 1911, issue of The Coopers 
International Journal, published in Kansas City by the Coopers’ union, only two Kansas bills 
are mentioned under the heading of “The Legislative Outlook,” Anti-Sunday baseball and 
Anti-Sunday amusements.—The Coopers International Journal, March, 1911, pp. 162, 163. 
In a newspaper column entitled “The Industrial Outlook for 1911,’’ the state commissioner of 
labor said nothing about workmen’s compensation.—Topeka Daily Capital, January 1, 1911, 
p. 17. In messages to the governor, organized labor groups urged enactment of both com- 
pensation and liability laws without special emphasis on either.—Official correspondence of 
Gov. W. R. Stubbs, in Kansas State Historical Society. 

Substitute for Senate Bill No. 331, and House Bill No. 1029. 
Kansas City (Mo.) Times, March 8, 1911. 
. Topeka Daily Capital, February 18, 1911, p. 4. 
Substitute for Senate Bill No. 881; Topeka State Journal, March 2, 1911. 


14. Section 48 of Substitute for Senate Bill No. 331; House Journal, Kansas, 1911, pp. 
862, 1002; Senate Journal, Kansas, 1911, pp. 857, 858. 
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majorities. The principal points of divergence were the fifteen- 
man limit inserted by the house and the provision for an investigat- 
ing commission inserted by the senate. Three conference commit- 
tees were appointed and each agreed on a compromise, but the house 
consistently refused to modify its stand. The senate finally acceded 
completely to the house, and the bill was approved on March 14, 
the last day of the legislative session, with the fifteen-man limit and 
without the investigating commission. 

The measure was bitterly attacked by labor leaders. The presi- 
dent of the Kansas Federation of Labor and the chairman of the 
legislative board of the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen wrote 
that it was “ineffective,” an “insult to labor,” and that farm leaders 
had displayed “total disregard for the masses and thereby affirmed 
their allegiance to special interests.” 1° Their criticism was directed 
specifically and solely against the clause limiting the act to em- 
ployers of fifteen or more workers. The editor of the Appeal to 
Reason, national Socialist weekly published at Girard, was equally 
bitter. The law, he wrote, was not a “workingman’s bill,” but a 
measure behind which corporations could hide whenever it suited 
their purpose.’® Indeed, he continued, the workers had really lost 
the protection previously granted them by common and employers’ 
liability law, and if the workers now wanted “justice and economic 
freedom they must go to the ballot box and vote the Socialist 
ticket.” 17 

Not so gloomy a view was taken by the state commissioner of 
labor. The limited scope was a disappointment to him, but con- 
sidering the “immense advantage” of such a “humane system,” the 
law was a step in the right direction and it would be improved by 
future amendments.'® Officials of the American Federation of Labor 
wrote that Kansas unionists had done “themselves proud” in secur- 
ing the law’s enactment.’® 


15. The Labor Record, Kansas City, March 10, 1911. The Kansas Farmer’s Union and 
the Kansas State Grange were neither for nor against workmen's compensation.—The Farmers’ 
Union, Salina, February, 1910, February, 1911; Kansas Farmer, Topeka, January 7, 1911, p. 
19. It is quite possible, however, that the farm element in the house was responsible for the 
fifteen-man limit. 

16. Appeal to Reason, Girard, April 1, 1911. 

17. Ibid. 

18. Johnson, W. L. A.—Letter in The Labor Record, March 24, 1911. 

19. A. F. of L., “Weekly News Letter,” April 22, 1911, quoted in The Coopers Inter- 
national Journal, June, 1911, p. 349. 
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Score oF THE Act or 1911 


The act applied only to injury by accident arising out of and in 
the course of employment in certain especially dangerous occupa- 


tions conducted for business, trade, or gain.2° These occupations 


were enumerated as follows: railroading, manufacturing, mining, 
quarrying, electric, building and engineering work, laundering, nat- 
ural gas plants, and all employments in which dangerous explosives 
or inflammable materials were used. Very broad definitions of the 
occupations were laid down, and they included detailed enumeration 
of particular kinds of plants covered. 

However, the legislature believed that the necessity and reason 
for the law existed only with regard to employers having a consid- 
erable number of employees. The act was therefore made applicable 
only to employers of fifteen or more workmen. Employers of fewer 
than fifteen were permitted to elect to come under the act, in which 
case their employees were included, unless they served notice to the 
contrary. Accidents in businesses or employments engaged in inter- 
state commerce and not subject to state legislative power were, of 
course, excluded.?! 

Compensation was not made the exclusive remedy.2* Where an 


20. The state supreme court has defined an accident as “simply an undesigned, sudden, 
and unexpected event, usually of an afflictive or unfortunate character, and often accompanied 
by a manifestation of force.”—Gilliland v. Cement Co., 104 Kan. 771, 773. It has ruled as 
compensable an injury occurring because of an epileptic fit, Cox v. Refining Co., 108 Kan. 
820; pneumonia resulting because of excessive heat suffered in cleaning boilers, Hoag v. 
Laundry, 113 Kan. 513; paralysis resulting from exposure to alternating heat and cold, Taylor 
v. Swift & Co., 114 Kan. 431. 

Occupational diseases were not covered, but the court laid down the rule that if ‘an acci- 
dent so contributes to or influences the progress of an existing disease as to cause a disability, 
it is sufficient to justify an award. . .”’—Blackburn v. Brick & Tile Co., 107 Kan. 722, 
Syl. On this ground it ruled the following compensable: Pulmonary hemorrhage suffered 
while breaking rock, after working three years at a dusty task, Gilliland v. Cement Co., 104 
Kan. 771; multiple schlerosis, Blackburn v. Brick & Tile Co., 107 Kan. 772; death caused 
by drinking ice water when over-heated, Gilliland v. Zine Co., 112 Kan. 39; “‘milk-leg”’ de- 
veloped after an operation for hernia, Bidnick v. Armour & Co. , 113 Kan. 277; inability to 
labor caused by pain engendered by an accident, Trowbridge v. Wilson & Co., 102 Kan, 521. 

Furthermore, an injury, to be compensable, need not be caused by some hazard peoulier to 
the employment; it is sufficient that it be incidental to the employment.—Tierney v Telephone 
Co., 114 Kan. 706; Stark v. Wilson, Receiver, 114 Kan. 459, 462. Thus a station agent in- 
jured while lighting a fire with kerosene was entitled to compensation.—Benson v. Railway 
Co., 104 Kan, 198. The dependents of a street car conductor killed by a robber were allowed 
compensation.—Stark v. Wilson, Receiver, 114 Kan. 459. But a mere fight was held not to 
arise out of the worker’s employment.—Romerez v. Swift & Co., 106 Kan. 844. 

Injuries arising out of “horse play,’’ customary and known to the employer, are incidents 
to the employment and compensable.—Stuart v. Kansas City, 102 Kan. 307. "An injury in- 
curred by riding on a truck for amusement during the noon hour, in accordance with a custom 
known to and approved by her employer, is compensable-—Thomas v. Manufacturing Co., 
104 Kan. 432. 

A worker sent by his employer from one mine to another and killed on the way was held 
not to have been ‘“‘in or about” his place of employment.—Bevard v. Coal Co., 101 Kan. 
207, 215. 

21. Until 1916 courts generally held that states could legislate on compensation for injuries 
to workers in interstate commerce where the employer was not at fault. But in that year the 
U. S. Supreme Court reversed the New York decision on that point.—N. Y. Central R. R. Co. 
v. Winfield, 244 U. S. 147. The Kansas supreme court put itself in line with this decision 
in 1918.—Matney v. Railway Co., 102 Kan. 293. 

22. Of the acts passed in 1911, those of New Hampshire and Nevada permitted damage 
suits in lieu of compensation ; those of New Jersey, Wisconsin and Massachusetts only before 
electing compensation; that of California if the employer was personally grossly negligent or 
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accident was caused by the proximate negligence of the employer, 
directors, managing officers or agents of the employer, or partner, 
or member of the association, but “excluding the negligence of 
competent employees in the performance of their duties or of the 
employer’s duty delegated to them,” the injured employee or his 
legal representative could elect to sue for damages or to accept 
compensation under the act.?% 

In order to forestall some possible abuses, several safeguards were 
written into the law. If a worker deliberately injured himself, his 
employer was not liable to pay compensation for that injury. Fail- 
ure on the part of the worker to use safeguards or protections against 
accident required by law and provided for him, or reasonable and 
proper guards and protection voluntarily furnished by the employer, 
also relieved the employer of liability. As interpreted by the state 
supreme court, this condition is not necessarily fulfilled by mere 
voluntary and intentional omission, but “includes the element of 
intractableness, the headstrong disposition to act by the rule of 
contradiction.” ** Accidents resulting solely from the worker’s de- 
liberate violation of statutory safety regulations were not com- 
pensable. If a worker was intoxicated when injured he was not 


entitled to compensation. 


ELECTION 


Like most of the American compensation acts, the Kansas act of 
1911 was elective for both employers and employees.» Employers 
electing to come under the act were required to file a written state- 
ment to that effect and the election was binding for one year and 
automatically renewed for one-year periods unless withdrawn by 
written notice. Every eligible employee was assumed to elect unless 
written notice to the contrary was served upon the employer before 


violated a safety law; that of Ohio if the injury was the result of wilful act of the employer 
cr his agents or for failure to comply with a safety law; that of Washington if the injury 
resulted from the deliberate intention of the employer.—U. S. Bureau of Labor, Bulletin 
No. 97, chart facing page 906. 

23. An ingenious attempt to evade the spirit of the law was made in 1916. An employer 
had elected not to come within the act. One of his employees who had not elected not to 
accept and was therefore under the act, sustained an injury which necessitated the amputation 
of a leg. The employer maintained that the worker had no remedies outside the compensation 
act and that since the employer had elected not to come under the act he was not liable to 
pay the compensation provided by it. The court ruled that an action was maintainable under 
the factory act.—Smith v. Cement Co., 94 Kan. 501. 

24. Bersch v. Morris and Co., 106 Kan. 800. 

25. Of the acts passed in 1911, those of Nevada and Washington were compulsory as to 
the state and municipalities—U. 8. Bureau of Labor, Bulletin No. 97, chart facing page 906. 

It is said that laws were made elective because the New York law of 1910 was declared 
unconstitutional in 1911 in Ives v. South Buffalo Ry. Co., 201 N. Y. 271, 94 N. EB. 431.— 
Commons and Andrews, Principles of Labor Legislation (1927), p. 438. The New York law 
had been upheld by an appellate division of the New York supreme court, 140 App. Div, 921, 
125 N. Y. Supp. 1125. The reversal in the Ives case was made on March 24, 1911, which 
was ten days after the Kansas law had been approved by the governor. 
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injury, and change in election was permitted only after written 
notice to the employer. Any contract requiring an eligible employee 
not to elect was declared to be void. 

An ingenious method was devised to induce recalcitrant employers 
and employees to accept the act. For employers electing not to 
come within the act, the common law defenses of assumption of 
risk, fellow service, and contributory negligence were abrogated, but 
contributory negligence was to be considered by the jury in assess- 
ing the amount of recovery in suits for damages. The common law 
defenses were allowed against employees electing not to come within 
the act, but not in cases where injury was caused by willful or gross 
negligence of the employer, his officer or agent, or where they were 
not available at the time of death or injury. 


ScaLE oF COMPENSATION 


The amount of compensation allowed in case of death varied with 
the extent of dependency involved. If anyone wholly dependent 
upon the earnings of the deceased survived, compensation was three 
times the earnings of the deceased during the preceding year, with 
a maximum of $3,600 and a minimum of $1,200. But if the de- 
pendents were not “citizens of and residing at the time of the acci- 
dent in the United States or the Dominion of Canada,” compensa- 
tion was not to exceed $750.2 In case no dependents survived, com- 
pensation was only for the reasonable expense of medical attendance 
and burial, not exceeding $100. Where death followed as the result 
of an injury, compensation payments already made as a result of 
that injury were deducted from the total compensation allowed 
for death. 

No distinction was made between temporary total disability and 
permanent total disability, and compensation for disability of any 
kind was payable only after a two-week waiting period. For total 
disability of either kind an injured workman received fifty percent 
of his average weekly earnings, but not less than $6 nor more than 


26. This provision was declared unconstitutional by the Kansas supreme court in 1921. 
A coal miner whose dependent parents were Italian citizens residing in the United States was 
killed. The employer maintained that compensation should not exceed $750. The United 
States in 1913 had entered into a treaty with Italy guaranteeing, among other things, equality 
and reciprocity of certain rights. The federal constitution makes treaties the supreme law of 
the land, and the above section appeared to conflict with the treaty. Furthermore, the court 
held that it violated the equal protection clause of the Federal constitution.—Vietti v. Fuel 
Co., 109 Kan. 179. In 1924, however, the Pennsylvania supreme court held that a provision 
of the Pennsylvania act restricting benefits of non-resident aliens to two-thirds those of citizens 
was constitutional.—Liberato v. Royer, 281 Pa. 227, 126 Atl. 257. This decision was affirmed 
by the United States Supreme Court on the grounds that the treaty with Italy dealt only 
with remedies for injuries and death due to the negligence of the employer, which is not in- 
volved in compensation legislation, and that the compensation act was elective.—Liberato v. 
te 46 Sup. Ct. 373. See U. 8. Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bulletin No. 
3, p. 72. 
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$15 per week, for a period not to exceed ten years.** For permanent 
partial disability a workman was allowed payments amounting as 
nearly as possible to fifty percent, but not less than twenty-five per- 
cent nor more than fifty percent, of the difference between earning 
before the injury and the amount the incapacitated person would 
be able to earn in some suitable employment or business after the 
injury, with a maximum of $12 and a minimum of $3. But if he was 
under 21 years of age when injured and his average weekly earnings 
were less than $10, then compensation was not less than seventy-five 
percent of this difference.2* The period during which these pay- 
ments could be continued was not to exceed ten years. 

Compensation payments to injured workmen were made at the 
same time, place and manner as regular earnings, but a judge of 
any district court having jurisdiction could, upon application of 
either party, modify this regulation in a particular case as he saw 
fit. Such payments were not assignable or subject to levy, execution 
or attachment, except for medicine, medical attention or nursing. 
No attorney could get an enforceable lien against them for services 
rendered in securing the indemnity unless his claim was approved 
in writing by the judge before whom the case was tried, or if there 
had been no trial, then by any judge of a district court. 

After payments had been made for not less than six months, the 
employer was permitted to redeem his liability by paying a lump 


27. Incapacity to work was interpreted by the supreme court to mean loss of earning 
power because of injury, whether the result of inability to perform work obtainable or to se- 
cure work.—Gorrell v. Battelle, 93 Kan. 375. See Ruth v. Witherspoon-Englar Co., 98 Kan. 
179, where it was held that an employer was not liable to pay compensation for a prolonged 
period of incapacity resulting from incompetent or negligent medical services, even though 
provided by the employer. 

28. There was some dispute concerning the worker’s right to continue to receive compen- 
sation should his earning capacity become as great or greater than it was before the injury. 
In one instance an employer retained a partially incapacitated worker at his former wage and 
maintained that this relieved him of liability to pay compensation. The court ruled against 
the employer, saying: “If this employment relieved the defendant of liability, then any em- 
ployer can escape liability for compensation by retaining the injured employee and paying him 
wages, although he may not be able to do as good work after the injury as he did before. 
An injured employee may not wish to continue to work for the one in whose employ he was 
injured, and because of his injury he can not obtain as good wages in another place.”—Gailey 
v. Manufacturing Co., 98 Kan. 53, 54; see, also, Allen v. Kansas City Fibre Box Co., 122 
Kan. 178. But even where a worker earns as much or more with another employer, he may 
still be entitled to compensation. ‘“‘While our compensation law proceeds upon the theory that 
usually the capacity of a workman to perform labor bears a close relation to his earnings when 
employed, we do not think his capacity in this respect is to be determined solely by the 
amount of his earnings. The question is affected by the demand for and supply of the par- 
ticular kind of labor, as well as by the cost of living and of commodities generally; these 
matters and the price commonly paid at a given time or place for skilled and unskilled labor 
are factors which enter into the question. Everyone knows that within the past four or five 

years, wages of all kinds have constantly advanced and in many kinds of pone Ba. have 
more than doubled. . . . The injured workman is entitled to all the benefactions that 
come by reason of any advance in wages paid for the same kind of employment.’’-—Hood v. 
Transit Co., 106 Kan. 76, 78. See, also, Dennis v. Cafferty, 99 Kan. 810, and Milling Co. v. 
Ellis, 115 Kan, 431. An interesting case for which the court found no American precedent 
arose in 1917. A workman totally disabled in industry was conducting a cleaning, pressing, 
and tailoring business, directing it but not doing any of the physical labor, and earning as 
much or more than before his injury. He was allowed compensation.—Moore v. Manufacturing 
Co., 99 Kan. 443. 
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sum equal to eighty percent of the amount remaining due, and this 
amount was determined by agreement, or failing agreement, by a 
district court judge having jurisdiction. 


DETERMINATION OF COMPENSATION DUE 


Three methods for determining the amount of compensation due 
were provided: by agreement between the parties, arbitration, and 
action in court. The simplest of these methods, and the one most 
frequently utilized, was the agreement. What usually happened in 
practice was that the worker accepted whatever the employer offered 
in settlement. Failing agreement, the parties could arbitrate. Stand- 
ing committees representative of workers and employers were au- 
thorized to settle disputes arising under the act,?® or to select an 
arbitrator for the purpose if neither party objected. If no com- 
mittee existed, or either party objected, or if the committee or 
arbitrator failed to settle the dispute within sixty days after the 
date of the claim, then it could be submitted to a single arbitrator 
agreed upon by the parties, or to an arbitrator selected by any judge 
of a court where an action might have been maintained. Consent 
to arbitrate had to be in writing and signed by both parties, and it 
could limit the time within which the award had to be made as well 
as the arbitrator’s fees. Only the question of the amount of com- 
pensation involved could be decided, unless other questions were 
expressly referred. 

Any agreement or arbitration award could be modified at any time 
by a subsequent agreement, or by a court at any time after one year 
upon application of either party, on the ground that the incapacity 
of the worker had subsequently either increased or diminished. Ap- 
plication was to be made to the district court having jurisdiction, 
and unless both parties consented to arbitration, the court could 
appoint a physician to examine the worker and to report, and could 
on the basis of this report, after hearing the evidence of the parties, 
modify the agreement or award. This provision did not apply to 
judgments obtained in court actions.*° 

Any agreement or award could be canceled by a judge of a district 
court having jurisdiction upon application of either party, if the 
worker had returned to work and was earning approximately the 
same or higher wages than before the accident; if the award had 


29. Few committees of this kind existed. The Cudahy Packing Co., and the Kansas City 
Packing Box Co. had such committees.—Goodwin v. Packing Co., 104 Kan. 747; Duncan v. 
Packing Box Co., 110 Kan. 494. 


30. See Roberts v. Packing Co., 98 Kan. 750. 
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been obtained by fraud or by undue influence; if the committee or 
arbitrator acted without authority or was guilty of serious miscon- 
duct; if the award was grossly inadequate or excessive; if the em- 
ployee absented himself from a reasonable medical examination; or 
if the employee had gone beyond the boundaries of the United 
States or Canada. 

Failing agreement or arbitration, the worker’s right to compensa- 
tion was determined by action in any court of competent jurisdic- 
tion.*! But jury trial was waived unless either party to the dispute 
demanded a jury with his notice of trial or when the case was placed 
upon the calendar. If in an action of this kind judgment was for 
the worker, compensation was either in a lump sum, with interest on 
payments over-due, or, in the judge’s discretion, in periodical pay- 
ments. All actions of this kind had to be brought and maintained 
in Kansas. Cause of action accrued at the time of accident, and 
time limits ran from that date. All attorneys’ fees were subject to 
the approval of the court.*? 

If a worker feared for the security of his compensation payments, 
he was authorized to ask judgment against the employer for a lump 
sum payment equal to eighty percent of the amount due and unpaid 
and prospectively due under an award or agreement, and the court, 
after examining the worker under oath and if satisfied that he 
actually doubted the security of his payments, could render judg- 
ment for that amount. But if the employer gave a good bond as 
security for payment, the judgment could not be executed so long 
as the proper payments were made. Proceedings of this kind could 
be stayed by a bond as above or a certificate of an insurance com- 
pany showing that the payment of compensation was insured. Both 
bond and certificate had to be approved by the court. 


31. An attempt, unusual in its nature, to evade the law was frustrated by the supreme 
court. An injured worker and his employer had failed to reach an agreement. The worker 
applied to the district court for an arbitrator to determine the character and quality of his 
disability and the amount of compensation due. An arbitrator was appointed by the court, 
and after a full and complete hearing made and filed an award in the office of the clerk of 
the district court, as required by law. The employer ignored the award. The clerk refused 
to issue an execution for the amount due on the ground that the law did not authorize him to 
do so. The employee then filed praecipe requesting that the clerk issue execution, and the 
district court refused to grant the writ. Mandamus proceedings were then successfully insti- 
tuted in the supreme court to compe! issuance of execution.—Palmer v. Fincke, 122 Kan. 825. 

82. Proceedings to recover compensation were not maintainable under the 1911 act un- 
less written notice of the accident, stating the time, place, particulars, etc., was given within 
ten days after the accident, and unless claim had been made within six months after the acci- 
dent, or in case of death six months after death, delivered directly or by registered mail to 
the employer. But the want of or any defect in such notice, or in its service, did not consti- 
tute a bar to recovery unless the employer proved that he had been thereby prejudiced; nor 
was recovery barred if any defect was occasioned by mistake, physical or mental incapacity 
or other reasonable cause; and failure to make the claim within the period specified was not 
a bar if occasioned by mistake, physical or mental incapacity or other reasonable cause, 
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MeEpIcaL EXAMINATIONS 


In order to prevent malingering, an injured workman was required 
to submit to examination by a reputable physician selected by the 
employer, but not oftener than once in two weeks unless ordered to 
do so by a proper court or judge. The injured workman could have 
his own physician present to participate in the examination, and 
unless he was permitted to do so the employer’s physician was barred 
from giving evidence in any dispute as to the injury. In case of 
dispute, the arbitrating committee, arbitrator, or district court judge, 
was authorized to employ a neutral physician at the expense of the 
parties involved, upon petition of either the workman or employer 
or of the dependents. Refusal to submit to a physical examination 
deprived the worker of his right to compensation during the period 
of refusal.*% 

ALTERNATIVE SCHEMES 


Provision was made for alternative schemes. Any employer hav- 
ing a scheme of compensation benefit or insurance for the worker 
providing scales of compensation “not less favorable” to the worker 
and his dependents than those laid down in the law could, upon 
certification by the superintendent of insurance “by and with the 
advice and written approval of the attorney general,” substitute his 
scheme for the one provided by law, and would become liable in 
accordance with that scheme. Where the workers contributed to the 
scheme, then extra benefits at least equivalent to the amount con- 
tributed by the workers had to be provided. The superintendent of 
insurance was authorized to revoke such certification for valid and 
substantial reasons. 


THE LAw COMPARED WITH STANDARDS 


Thus Kansas was launched on her attempt to substitute a better 
method of compensation for accidents than that afforded by the 
antiquated system of employers’ liability. The ideal was to provide 
benefits without suit or proof of negligence on the employer’s part 
and by making this compensation certain to relegate the shyster 
damage-suit lawyer to the limbo of curious antiquities, and to 
standardize compensation for comparable injuries. But this attempt 
fell short of the ideal, as a comparison of the act with various 
standards will show. 


_ 83. The supreme court ruled that unreasonable refusal to undergo a surgical operation de- 
prives an injured worker of his right to compensation. Whether or not any particular refusal 
is unreasonable is a question to be decided by a jury.—Strong v. Iron and Metal Co., 109 
Kan. 117; Gilbert v. Independent Construction Co., 121 Kan. 841. 
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The act was modeled after the bill recommended by the National 
Civic Federation for common carriers by railroad, but there were 
important differences.*4 The model bill recommended four years’ 
earnings with a maximum of $3,000 as compensation for death, 
whereas the Kansas act allowed only three years earnings, but a 
maximum of $3,600. For partial or total disability the N. C. F. 
bill recommended fifty percent of earnings with a maximum of $10 
weekly for a maximum period of ten years, and the Kansas act al- 
lowed twenty-five to thirty percent, with a maximum of $12 and 
a minimum of $3, for no longer than ten years. The Kansas act 
made no provision whatsoever for medical aid, while the model bill 
recommended a maximum of $100 in a given case. It is a curious 
fact that the early movement was so little concerned with the im- 
mediate and fundamental problem of medical care for the injured. 
There is no evidence, at least in Kansas, that the medical profession 
felt any interest or responsibility in the matter. The model bill was 
compulsory, and this was true of the Kansas bill at first, but before 
it was enacted the elective feature was incorporated. 

Compared with the standards set for compensation laws by the 
American Association for Labor Legislation in 1916, the Kansas act 
was quite deficient. The standards suggested a compulsory law in- 
cluding within its scope all except casual employments regardless of 
the number of workmen employed and all injuries and deaths arising 
in the course of employment, including occupational diseases. The 
Kansas act was elective, applied only to certain employments 
enumerated as especially hazardous, and to injuries arising “out of” 
as well as in the course of employment, and excluded occupational 
diseases. Perhaps these limitations can be excused in a first act. 
The constitutionality of a compulsory act had not been decided, and 
but little was known of the nature and extent of industrial accidents. 
It is true also that the term “accident” has been liberally interpreted 
by the Kansas supreme court, that the problem of occupational 
disease is not relatively important in this state, that the task of 
applying such a provision is difficult, and that all of the early laws 
had a similar exclusion. Furthermore, the standards provided that 
the remedy of compensation should be exclusive, while the Kansas 
act permitted the worker to sue for damages or elect compensation 
where the accident was caused by the proximate negligence of the 
employer. 

34. “The Report of the Employers’ Liability and Workmen’s Compensation Commission,” 


62 Cong., 2 Sess., Senate Document No. 338, v. 2, p. 1113. For the model bill see ibid., 
pp. 17-24. Laws, Kansas, 1911, ch. 218. 
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The scale of benefits set up by the 1911 act was distinctly inferior 
to that suggested in the standards. First of all, medical, surgical, 
hospital services and supplies were not provided. The waiting period 
was two weeks, twice as long as the maximum recommended. Com- 
pensation in case of death was rather rigidly limited, and careful 
graduations for various kinds and degrees of dependency in the 
standards were not provided. Here again it was difficult to move 
forward rapidly over unknown and uncertain ground, but more 
could have been done had the movement been well organized and 
the problem well analyzed. Furthermore, dependents not citizens 
of and residing in the United States were discriminated against. And 
employers were allowed to commute death benefits at eighty percent 
of their liability rather than at the present value at four percent.*® 

Compensation for total disability was only fifty percent of earn- 
ings before injury rather than the sixty-six and two-thirds percent 
suggested, and the weekly maximum was only $15 rather than $20, 
although the minimum was $6 rather than $5. The Kansas law 
established a maximum period of ten years for both permanent total 
and permanent partial disability benefits, while the standards sug- 
gested no limit. Compensation for permanent partial disability was 
even less favorable, it being as nearly as possible fifty percent of the 
difference in earnings before and after injury, with a weekly maxi- 
mum of $12 and a minimum of $3, rather than the sixty-six and two- 
thirds percent, with a maximum of $20 and a minimum of $5 per 
week suggested. 

In still other respects the law of 1911 was defective. There was 
no provision for insuring the payment of compensation. Many in- 
jured workers with just claims for compensation were unable to 
collect their payments because their employers had not insured their 
risks and they were financially unable to meet their obligations.*® 
It was only in 1927 that the Kansas law was partially modernized 
in this respect. Court administration, which was slow, costly and 
clumsy, was not superseded by commission administration until 
1927, consequently the procedure for settling compensation claims 
was not satisfactory.**7 Indeed there was a noticeable tendency for 
injured workmen to receive less compensation than the law allowed 


35. A $1,500 award at $15 per week for 100 weeks would yield approximately $240 more 
at present value at four percent than at eighty percent of liability. 

36. Kansas Department of Labor and Industry, Thirty-first and Thirty-second Annual 
Reports, p. 25. 

37. An attempt was made to establish a compensation commission when the act was first 
passed. House Bill No. 758, was introduced on February 1, 1911, by A. H. McCormick, and 
was given a second reading on the next day. The judiciary committee, to which it was re- 
ferred, recommended that it be passed. The ways and means committee, however, recom- 
mended that it be not passed.—House Journal, 1911, pp. 239, 258, 401, 690. 
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for their injuries, and often it was only after costly litigation that 
full compensation was obtained. And, not least important, there 
was tio satisfactory provision for full and accurate accident reports. 
This deplorable lack of interest in adequate accident statistics was 
not peculiar to Kansas, but was a general phenomenon. 

Despite these deficiencies and the bitter criticism of some labor 
leaders, there is reason to believe that the Kansas act was on the 
whole about as good as labor expected. Frank Gilday, state mine 
inspector and secretary of the Kansas Society of Miners, published 
in December, 1910, an outline of a proposed compensation law for 
miners.** For fatal accidents, he proposed fifty percent of average 
earnings for four years and estimated that this would amount to a 
maximum of about $2,200. For “permanent injuries,” he proposed 
fifty percent of average earnings for ten years, an estimated maxi- 
mum of about $2,750. Temporary total disability was to be com- 
pensated at fifty percent of average earnings, an average of $23 per 
month. A waiting period of two weeks was proposed. There was no 
minimum limit on the number of employees, and employers would 
have been required to insure their risks. Nothing whatsoever was 
said about medical care for the injured, or administration. 


Gilday noted that some miners would prefer an employer’s lia- 
bility law, but he believed that a compensation law was more equi- 
table, fair, just and beneficial, because it meant compensation with- 
out a lawsuit. However, he would have permitted a worker whose 
injury resulted from the employer’s negligence to sue for damages. 


38. Printed letter to officers and members of local unions of ont miners, dated November 
1, 1910. A copy will be found in the “Official Letters of Gov. . R. Stubbs,” Kansas State 
Historical Society. 
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Bypaths of Kansas History 


ANOTHER OSAGE WEDDING 


From History of the Shawnee Indians (Cincinnati, Ephraim Mor- 
gan & Sons, 1855), by Henry Harvey, pp. 312-316. 

While residing as agent among the Osage Indians, in 1850, I was invited, 
with my family, to attend a wedding. The marriage was between two half- 
breeds, both of whom were educated—one at the Harmony Mission, and the 
other at the Osage Catholic Mission. The marriage was to be consummated 
at the Catholic Mission, after their order. The young man’s parents resided 
about five miles distant from the mission. 

The parties, very politely, both invited us to be present on the occasion, 
and offered to send their ox-teams and wagoners, and haul us, but we had 
conveyances of our own. About ten in the morning, all parties repaired to 
the Catholic church. The ceremony was administered by the priest, and advice 
on the occasion, and prayer, etc., attended to, when the meeting was dismissed 
and the company set off for the “dinner-place.” The married couple rode 
foremost, and next, their two attendants—all dressed very nicely and costly, 
and on fine horses—then the company promiscuously, some in horse-wagons, 
some in ox-wagons, others on horseback, and many on foot—dogs by the 
score, too. Altogether the company extended for a considerable distance, 
and made a very antic appearance indeed. 

On arriving at the residence of the young woman, and observing this sin- 
gular company all gathered in and around the house, I was struck with the 
novel sight: there were dragoons, in uniform, from Fort Scott, Frenchmen, 
Cherokees, Quapaws, Senecas, Caws, Osages, Negroes, and American citizens, 
all there, mingling together, conversing in seven or eight different languages, 
and having as many different compiexions. Every kind of dress, from the rich- 
est silk and broadcloth to the old dirty blanket. There were ponies, mules, 
jacks, horses, oxen, and dogs, to any number, and fighting each other all round. 

All seemed to enjoy themselves well, except one man, a half-breed Osage 
and generally a clever fellow, who had got whisky, was drunk, and very mad; 
for some time he appeared to be dangerous, but at length, finding that the 
agent would have him arrested, he became quiet and there was no more 
trouble with him that day. 

Soon dinner was ready. There was placed in the yard a table, about sixty 
feet long, which was literally loaded with dishes and victuals of an excellent 
quality, and very well done up, too, but then there was trouble there, for 
the hundreds of dogs, which had made their appearance on the ground, by 
this time wanted to be eating, too. Provision though had been made for 
this anticipated contingency, so those little fellows had to wait till their turn 
might come round; there was a tall young Osage gentleman, dressed in a clean 
white blanket from his hips down, and his upper-half naked and checkered 
off with antique figures made with red paint, his face and his head painted as 
red as paint could make them, and not a hair on his head except a small 
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knot on the top. There he sat, large as life, about the middle of the table, 
with a nice long whip, made for the occasion, and which was long enough 
to reach to each end of the table. This whip he used very dexterously, and 
many a poor dog suffered by it. There he sat, with all the dignity imaginable, 
in his new office. 

While the dinner-table was being made ready for the whites and the more 
favored class of guests, there were, I should guess, about twenty cooking- 
fires in and about the yard, where the common Indian women were cooking 
their own dinners. They had a number of large beeves killed. Those who 
were cooking at these outside fires, had large pieces of beef stuck upon stakes 
before the fires, and were broiling them before these fires; large kettles of soup 
were boiling over the coals, and any quantity of coffee making, too, in kettles. 
Now there was no dog-master allotted to these places, and those half-starved 
creatures must eat somewhere. The man at the table beat them away from 
there, and then they would run straight to the other cooking-places. The 
Indian dogs are generally remarkably tractable, but here were many young ones 
who were not used to such crowds and were not well trained, and probably 
felt a good deal like many of their owners did, that, as there was plenty, on 
every hand, they would make sure of one full meal anyhow. 

The women had a hard time, and were to be pitied. The children would be 
continually dipping their little dirty hands into everything, which was bad 
enough to bear, but then, the dogs would push their noses right in the soup, 
or pull at the broiling beef; but they paid dear for their morsel, for the cook 
being furnished with a long heavy paddle, with which she kept the soup or 
coffee in motion, would just as sure paddle the dog on the head or back, as ever 
he put himself about the victuals, and not be much troubled either, as she 
would put her paddle right back, and not be at the trouble of cleaning it at all. 

When the dinner was ready, the newly-married couple were seated very 
cleverly at the table, and most of the whites and half-breeds too ate at the 
same table; which was well attended to by the cooks, and all were very or- 
derly, though a great deal of talking went round, and I may add, that the 
eating continued until dark. I believe I never saw as much provision con- 
sumed in one afternoon before. 

Great respect was shown to us, and indeed they gave the preference to 
the white people entirely. 

After the first table was through with dinner, an old black man, who could 
understand and converse in the Osage language as well as an Indian could, 
and could make all the fun they desired, drew out his fiddle, and the young 
people had a real dance till we left, near night, and, as I learned from others, 
nearly the whole night. 

Those of the Indians, who had to cook and eat on the ground, appeared just 
as happy as those who were more favored, and such as were not invited at all 
took no offense at being slighted. 

There was a great expense attending this marriage, which, according to 
the Osage rule, has to be borne by the young man who has been so fortunate 
as to get a wife. 

There was an old Indian woman who went about, the whole afternoon, 
among the crowd, shouting and chanting in the Osage language, which I could 
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not understand. This woman, as I was informed, was hired for that purpose, 
and paid for her services a horse and many other articles. 
I believe about four hundred people ate dinner at that singular wedding. 
I learned that some of the Indians remained on the ground until everything 
fit to eat was consumed. 


REMEMBER THE SABBATH Day— 


From the Lawrence Republican, June 2, 1859. 


We are glad that the steamer Silver Lake is able to make regular trips be- 
tween this city and the mouth of the river. We hope she may do a large and 
profitable business. But we are not glad that her owners should evince so 
little regard for the feelings of the moral and religious classes of our com- 
munity as to get up an excursion trip on the Sabbath; and we are extremely 
sorry that any considerable number of our citizens should have lent their 
countenance to so gross and open a desecration of the Sabbath, by taking part 
in that trip. We are not aware that God made any exception in favor of 
Kansas, when he said: “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” It 
seems to be a general impression that the decalogue has been abrogated west 
of the Mississippi river, but we can find no just ground for that supposition. 
On the contrary, we believe it to be just as wicked for men to lie and steal 
and break the Sabbath and commit adultery in Kansas as any where else. It 
will be an unfortunate thing for us as a city if we obtain commercial prosperity 
at the expense of the higher and more sacred interests of morality and religion. 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.” 


—_—>——_. 


“Diep OF INTEMPERANCE” 
From the Emporia News, July 21, 1860. 


A man named William Toppan was found dead near Oskaloosa, Jefferson 
county, a few days since. From the fact of his having been drunk when last 
seen alive, and that a gallon jug half full of whisky was found by his side when 
he was discovered, the coroner’s jury returned a verdict of “died of intemper- 
ance.” 


An Invitation To Get ScALPED 


From the Leavenworth Daily Conservative, July 11, 1867. 


Fort Wauiace, Kan., July 2, 1867. 

This place is still in a state of siege. There is no forage here, and we have 
to depend altogether upon grazing the animals. The weather is dry and hot, 
and the grass is beginning to parch and dry up. Other supplies are beginning 
to run short. If the Indians do not kill us all off, are we to be allowed to 
starve? 

It has been proclaimed to the world, by certain military gentlemen high in 
authority, that the cause of the Indian troubles, was the desire of speculators 
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out here to sell supplies to the government. Where are these speculators, and 
where are their supplies? I have traveled through from Salina, and can say 
with truth that there is nothing to sell in the country. There are actually no 
supplies except what you find at the stage stations, and military posts, and 
very little is to be found there. 

At Fort Harker there was not a pound of forage, and other supplies were 
either very short, or entirely exhausted. At Fort Hays—the only other mili- 
tary post between Harker and Wallace—they were better supplied, but even 
there they had not enough for times of peace, to say nothing of the present 
extraordinary necessities. I have already spoken of the condition of things here. 

The stage stations are all short, and they have to haul everything but hay, 
from Salina, or the end of the railroad, even to Denver City. 

A bull-train of forty wagons, loaded with corn for Denver, was attacked day 
before yesterday, at a point about twelve miles west of here by a band of 60 or 
75 Indians. As is usual on such occasions the train was immediately “cor- 
ralled”—that is, the wagons were driven up close together, with the oxen inside 
the circle; this protects the cattle, and the wagons form a breastwork, behind 
which the teamsters fight—and a brisk fight was carried on till night. Yester- 
day morning the train was started again, and as a measure of extra precaution, 
the teams were moved four abreast; they had not gone six hundred yards, 
when they were again attacked, and this time they had to remain corralled 
until the afternoon, when fortunately a stage from the west came along, and 
the stage escort and train men uniting, were able to keep off the Indians and 
bring both train and stage back to Pond Creek. The stage came in here this 
morning with the wounded—it is perfectly riddled with bullets. 

The Indians were very cool and deliberate in their conduct, and showed a 
method and determination in their movements, that is an entirely new feature 
in their warfare. Yesterday, while fighting the bull-train, they got hungry, 
and accordingly drew off out of range and deliberately sat down and cooked 
and eat their dinners, after which they resumed the fight. 

Some of the attacking party spoke English as plainly as any one (though I 
can’t call it good English), calling the train men d——d lousy s——s of b——hs, 
and telling them to come out from behind the wagons and get scalped—R. I. T. 


_@——__. 


BaxTeR SprRINGS CELEBRATES ARRIVAL OF RAILROAD IN 1870 
From the Daily Kansas State Record, Topeka, May 14, 1870. 


The reporter of the Srate Recorp had the fortune to arrive at Baxter 
Springs, if not “the day before the fair,” at least six hours before the “trouble” 
commenced. This interval of comparative quiet before the “big guns” of the 
excursion party arrived and “opened fire,” was spent in a stroll about the town 
and in interviewing the newspaper folks and a few citizens. As everybody’s 
mind, however, was taken up with business, or the approaching “big time,” he 
was left “muchly” to the “devices and desires of his own heart,” and wandered 
in “maiden meditation fancy free,’ depending on his own optics for informa- 
tion. 
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The first and last conclusion every stranger arrives at, is that there is in all 
creation but one Baxter Springs. The position of the town, the number of 
the springs from which it derives its name and all the surroundings distinguish 
it from any other Kansas town. 

The site of the town being one mile from the Indian territory, seven miles 
from Missouri and only sixty miles from Arkansas, makes it a gathering place 
for a singular variety of human and “inhuman” beings. Quapaws, Senecas, Paolas 
{Peorias?], Cherokees, and other Indians meet on Military street in Baxter, the 
“Puke” and the “Pike.” Indians, Yankees, Arkansans, Jews, Gentiles and 
Greeks (from Cork), each speaking their own dialect, drinking their favorite 
“pizen,” and all confident of their ability to “whip their weight in wild cats,” 
all conspire to make Military street a little the liveliest “piece of road” in this 
Western country. 

With some of the “leading foibles” of frontiersmen, the Baxterites have 
many of the sterling qualities. Father Colleton, the well-known Jesuit mis- 
sionary and preacher, assured the writer that he had nowhere in his extensive 
travels, met a more attentive congregation, or a more liberal and less bigoted 
people than at Baxter Springs. The “Baxterites” early had the sense to see 
that a railroad would be the “making” of their town, worked hard for it, got 
drunk expeditiously when they “saved it,” got sober with equal celerity, and 
then proceeded to “celebrate” again in due form, as this “ower true tale” is 
designed (as they say in Arkansas) to “norate.” 


Tue INpIANS CELEBRATE 


An Indian war-dance was the first feature on the printed programme, and 
on Wednesday evening, at about dusk, the “dusky warriors” filed into town 
on their ponies and went into camp on the public square. The Indians rep- 
resented several different tribes, the Quapaws being in the majority. The 
Southern Indians have greatly the advantage in “style over our dingy Pot- 
tawatomies,” who are just civilized enough to look stupid. The Quapaw 
“galloping swell” arrays his manly form in gorgeous colors, his hat is 
ornamented with colored feathers and metal bands, he indulges in “pomp and 
vanities” of buckskin, and calico shirts of striking hues. This shirt does the 
“leading business,” and no Indian gentleman goes without one. Red, green 
and yellow are the favorite tints, and a party of these Indians resemble in ap- 
pearance a flock of paroquets. The war-dance, which came off after dark, by 
the light of a huge bonfire, would not have rejoiced the soul of Barnum, the 
“dancist.” Twenty or thirty of the warriors, in a scanty allowance of clothing, 
jumped around for some time in a violent manner, accompanying their move- 
ments with whoops, growls and howls of varying sweetness and power. This 
ended the Indian part of the celebration, though a large number of them re- 
mained in town interested spectators during its continuance. 


Tue “Warre Curers” ArRIvVE 


Shortly after eight o’clock, the train from Kansas City arrived with a large 
number of invited guests. We have not room to enumerate the names and 
titles of each and all. There was Governor Harvey; Hon. Jacob Stotler; 
Voss, of Bourbon; Snoddy, of Linn; Mayor Halderman, of Leavenworth; 
Mayor McGee, of Kansas City; Van Fossen, and the hosts of Fort Scott; At- 
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torney General Danford, Col. Stover, of Versailles, Mo., and many “ladyes 
fair” were of the party. Of the knights of the pencil, there was a goodly com- 
pany. 

Among the arrivals on Wednesday evening and Thursday evening, were 
Wilder, of the Times and Conservative; Mr. and Mrs. Hicks, of the Kansas 
City Journal ; Riley, of the Kansas City Times; Simons, of the same; Wholle- 
gan, of the Kansas City News; Householder and Haines, of the Kansas City 
Bulletin; Johnston, of the Commonwealth; Tobey, of the Lawrence Tribune; 
Taylor and Kessler, of the Wyandotte Gazette ; Col. DeMotte, of the Lexing- 
ton (Mo.) Register; Goodwin, of the Sedalia Bazoo; Horner, of the Chetopa 
Advance ; [Amos] Sanford, of the Workingman’s Journal; Dr. Warner, of the 
Girard Press; Barter, of the Mound City Sentinel; Ingalls, on behalf of the 
Atchison Champion, and possibly others whom we “know by sight,” but can’t 
call by name. 

Tue Excursionists Eat, DANcE AND SLEEP 


This army advanced on the devoted town, and were “hospitably enter- 
tained” at the Pacific restaurant, and at a large tent converted into a dining 
hall for the occasion. The hotels were soon filled to overflowing, and the 
guests were “billeted” at private residences for the night. Late in the eve- 
ning dancing commenced at “Lee’s hall.” Two large rooms were crowded with 
dancers and lookers on. Of course the ball was a success. Kansas ladies, al- 
ways pretty, always look additionally radiant at a ball, and the number of 
newspaper people present guaranteed an ample supply of elegant, modest, and 
graceful partners among the gentlemen. The facilities for dancing in Baxter 


being superior to those for sleeping, most of the guests took a great deal of 
the former to a little of the latter. 


ORATORY AND A BARBECUE 


Thursday was set apart for the speech making, and accordingly the multitude 
at about 10 a.m. gathered at Van Epp’s grove in the edge of town, and 
gathered about the speakers’ stand. 

Mr. McKeighan, of Baxter Springs, welcomed the visitors to Baxter Springs 
in a neat little speech, in which he humorously alluded to, and apologized for, 
the unavoidable inconveniences to which the visitors had been subjected. He 
then introduced Attorney-General Danford, who responded for the guests. 
Gen. Danford “lit out” in one of his “loftiest efforts.” He complimented the 
women on their beauty, and the babies on their numbers and their plumpness. 
He alluded to the interest of the occasion; now gathered under the green trees 
and overreaching skies, the representatives of Leavenworth, Kansas City, Law- 
rence and “hail Columbus,” and every portion of the state had met to clasp 
by the hand the people of Baxter Springs. He painted a glowing picture of 
the future, when the locomotive which brought the excursionists to Baxter 
would speed between sun and sun, from the frozen shores of the Great Lakes 
to the warm waves of the Gulf. In fancy he saw train after train following 
each other like flitting shadows over this great highway of commerce. He then 
announced that the condiments, the ice cream, the mammoth ox of the 
occasion, would be served up in the shape of an oration by Hon. Isaac S. 
Kalloch. Mr. Kalloch spoke briefly, beginning by disclaiming the intention 
attributed to him by Gen. Danford, of “spreading himself all over the 
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audience.” He thought no man would have much chance to “spread” after 
one of Danford’s efforts. The speaker alluded to the history of the Missouri 
River, Fort Scott and Gulf railroad, characterizing it as a pioneer railroad 
enterprise, its engines being the first to wake the echoes of the Indian country. 
He said the road had had a stormy history, and spoke of the honest but mis- 
guided opposition of some of the settlers of its progress. This part of Mr. 
Kalloch’s speech stirred up a large portion of the audience, and numerous un- 
comfortable questions were propounded to the speaker. At one time as he 
was speaking of the common schools of the country, a lady in the crowd re- 
marked, “Where are the schools to come from? Joy has got the school 
lands!” Mr. Kalloch then went on to speak in the usual vein of railroads; 
the necessity of national aid, and “gave it to” “briefless lawyers” and others 
who opposed the congressional policy of land grants to railroads. He finally 
dropped this subject and closed with a fine panegyric on Kansas, generally. 

Dinner was then announced. Several sheep and a big Cherokee steer had 
been roasted whole and meat was served out to the crowd “by the large.” An 
elegant dinner was provided especially for the guests from abroad. 

After dinner, speaking was resumed. Col. Hanford, of Baxter Springs, made 
an eminently sensible speech to his fellow-citizens, urging a liberal policy 
toward new-comers, the development of the resources of the country, and in- 
vited the attention of capitalists to the magnificent water-power furnished by 
Spring river. 

Gov. Harvey was then introduced and made a few congratulatory remarks 
contrasting the Baxter Springs, which he once reached after a hot, dusty, and 
wearisome march during the war days, with the Baxter Springs of today. He 
came simply to rejoice with the people of Baxter over their prosperity and their 
prospects, not to enter into the discussion of vexed and disputed questions. 

After Gov. Harvey had concluded, loud calls were made for Sanford. The 
grove rang with “Sanford!” “Sanford!” “Sanford and the League!” 

Mayor Halderman made a few remarks, but the cries for “Sanford” were 
renewed. And at last Judge Sanford proceeded to give his views on the 
Neutral Land question. He stated that the discussion had been brought up 
by Mr. Kalloch in the morning. He bitterly denounced the land grant business 
in congress; he declared that under the Fourteenth Amendment the tribal re- 
lation of the Indians ceased, and the treaty business ceased. He was glad 
Baxter Springs and the Neutral Land had the railroad, and said the people 
would have the railroad and the land, too. (Tremendous cheers.) He alluded 
to the poverty of the early settlers of the Neutral Land, and remarked that 
the people of Cherokee county were not asked to pay $2,000,000 to build Mr. 
Joy’s railroad. He wished for railroads, but the corporations must build them 
with their own money, not the people’s. He declared the contest one between 
the poor and honest, and the rich and corrupt, and said the struggle would go 
on till it resulted in the triumphant vindication of the right. 

Judge Sanford’s remarks were frequently interrupted by calls of approbation 
and applause, and it was evident that the Leaguers were “in possession,” and 
wished to hear their side of the question presented. At last Col. Stover came 
forward, and made a short but interesting speech, telling the settlers to stay 
on their lands and wait for future justice. Calls were made for “Willey” and 
“Vincent,” and the latter, being sheriff of Cherokee county, made a few re- 
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marks in defense of the good character of the settlers, and the absence of any 
necessity for troops in their county. 

Dr. Griswold, of Ohio, then spoke at length on the natural beauty of Kansas, 
the advantages of railway communications, etc. 

Calls were made for Voss, and this provoked some hostility in the crowd; 
finally at the urgent solicitation of Judge Sanford, order was restored, and 
“Mart” made a speech in favor of the respectful treatment of strangers, law, 
order, justice and civilization generally. 

Col. De Motte, of the Lexington (Mo.) Register, closed with a capital little 
speech, witty, good-natured, conciliatory and at times eloquent. His history 
of his blissful sleep in the hay-mow the night before, and his declaration that 
for sleeping purposes, a Baxter hay-mow exceeded a feather bed anywhere else, 
brought out a storm of laughter and applause. The crowd then dispersed, feel- 
ing 100 percent better for the colonel’s speech. 


“A Few Remarks” 


Some hours elapsed between the close of the exercises and the departure 
of the train, at 8:30, and many of the visitors took a parting look at Spring 
river, which flows within a mile of the city, and ranks as the most beautiful 
stream in Kansas. Some time was occupied in taking leave of friends in 
Baxter, and of these the excursionists had many. The representatives of the 
Topeka press were placed under special obligations to Messrs. Hawkins, Dur- 
ham, and Lund, formerly of Topeka, now in the real estate business, in 
Baxter, and to Mr. Coulter, the gentlemanly “local” of the Cherokee Sentinel. 
The excursionists as a body, spoke highly of the hospitality of the leading citi- 
zens of the city, and, as under the soft light of the moon the train sped away 
northward into the wide, slumbering, soundless prairie, all eyes gave a kindly 
parting glance at Baxter Springs. 


TAKING THE 1870 Census 


The lot of a frontier census enumerator was not an easy one. 
Soldiers were escorts for one Z. Jackson, who worked the Barton- 
Rush county line July 21, 1870. The following has been copied from 
Jackson’s manuscript report (p. 1, v. IV, of the Ninth U. S. Census 
for Kansas), preserved by the Historical Society: 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Place of Birth 
Hahn, August 27 M W Farmer Hanover, Germany 
Seiglies, Carl M W Farmer Hanover, Germany 

Note. I found these settlers on Walnut creek near the west line of Barton 
county and I was not able to ascertain deffinitely if they were in Barton or 
Rush county. I also found two other settlers whom I had enumerated in the 
Town of Ellsworth, they having left their families at the place because of the 
fear of Indian difficulties but had come out here with their horses & plows to 
prepare homes for themselves— This is a beautifull valley and good timber 
and fine water. All the settlers congregated at one house. Z. Jackson 

Asst. Mar. 





406 Kansas HisToricaAL QUARTERLY 


Note 2d. I traveled through this country with a strong escort of U. S. 
soldiers to protect me from the hostile Indians who roam at will over these 
prairies which ought to be the home of our people in the overcrowded cities 
of the East. Z. Jackson 

Asst. Mar. 

Note 3d. As these settlers are but just commencing and have not yet raised 
any crops I will not make an agricultural report 

I, Z. Jackson, Asst. Mar. for the 41st Disct Kan., certify that the foregoing 
return was made according to Law & Instructions. Z. Jackson 

Asst. Mar. 


cued 





AN ASSIST BY THE KANSAS PACIFIC 


From the Ellsworth Reporter, January 11, 1872. 


A curious incident occurred in connection with the severe storm lately up 
the Kansas Pacific road. During the storm while the train was stopped a large 
number of buffaloes congregated around the train and stood on the lee side of 
it for protection against the storm. 
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ADDENDA TO “CoLLEGE FooTrBALL IN Kansas” 


Bliss Isely, of Wichita, has furnished additional information on 
the Fairmount-Washburn game played December 25, 1905 (see pp. 
294, 295). He wrote also of a night game in Wichita on October 6, 
1905. His correspondence is quoted in part: 
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It occurred to me that possibly you might want to have in your files the 
names of the players who participated in that memorable game on Christmas 
day, 1905, when the forward pass was born. Here they are: 
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Washburn Position Fairmount 


Ralph Johnston left end Elmer Cook 
David Munford left tackle Fred Burton 
Clare Smith Lockwood left guard R. J. Kirk 
John Dadisman center William Davis (Capt.) 
Irving Platt right guard Lawrence Abbey 
Frank Daniel Hartzell right tackle Bliss Isely 
Robert Stewart right end Arthur Solter 
Hugh Hope quarter Charles Burton 
Glenn Millice right half Charles Cook 
Wm. Arthur Smiley left half George Solter 
Wistar P. Williams (Capt.) full back Percy Bates 
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You may wonder how Bill Davis, playing center, happened to throw the 
first forward pass. The fact is that Bill was a very powerful kicker and also 
had strong arms and shoulders. When he threw this pass he went back into 
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kicking position and I moved over into center. Then Davis passed to Art 
Solter. 

In taking these names from the Sunflower [official Fairmount student paper] 
I do not notice any substitutions. If I remember rightly, there were none. 

The genius who arranged for this game was R. J. Kirk, listed as left 
guard, who also was manager. There was no such thing as faculty management 
or student-enterprise tickets. The students ran the game and had to make 
it pay or go broke. The students made up the deficits. Players carried the 
burden of the financial management. That is really the reason we played 
this game on Christmas, in an effort to make a few dollars to get out of the 
hole. All the players who had any money were creditors of the team and 
wanted to come out. We did not make enough to come out of the hole. I 
put my overcoat money into the team and after Christmas had to wear the 
same old overcoat I had been wearing for six years. 

Officials were Dr. John Outland, referee; Willis S. Bates, umpire; Theodore 
H. Morrison, head linesman. Outland was coach of Washburn and Bates of 
Fairmount. Morrison was librarian at Fairmount. We could not afford to 
employ officials in that era, except on occasions when we were playing very 
bitter enemies. 

R. J. Kirk is entitled to still another distinction. He instituted night foot- 
ball, although it did not stick. By referring to the Sunflower files I find this 
game was played October 6, 1905. I think that night football had been tried 
before. . . . The game was between Fairmount and Cooper College of 
Sterling and was played in Wichita. The score was 24 to 0 in favor of Fair- 
mount, which meant that we made four touchdewns and kicked the goals. In 
those days a touchdown counted only five points. We discontinued night 
football because the turnout at the initial game was not sufficient to justify 
the added expense of lighting. 

The lighting used for that game was supplied by the Hydro-Carbon Com- 
pany, now the Coleman Lamp and Stove Company. These were gasoline- 
mantle lights. Of course the lights were not to be compared with modern 
lighting, but in those kerosene days we thought they were grand. Roy Kirk 
is now on the San Francisco Call. 


Night football was not new to the Middle West. The Wichita 
Daily Eagle of October 6, 1905, said: “Tonight will demonstrate 
whether or not football can be played by gaslight. Several are 
dubious over the outcome, but a majority are of the opinion that it 
will be a success. A few of the local enthusiasts have seen the game 
played by gaslight at Des Moines, Iowa, and Richmond, Ind. Both 
of them say that as far as light is concerned it was a complete suc- 
cess.” Of the game and lighting arrangements on the field the Eagle 
of October 7 reported: 

That football can be played successfully was demonstrated at Association 


park last night when, before a large crowd of people, Fairmount college of this 
city defeated Cooper college of Sterling, by a score of 24 to 0. 
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In view of the fact that the game was the first of the season as far as the 
Wichita enthusiasts are concerned, it was a good exhibition and everyone 
who attended was well satisfied with the result. 

The feature of the game and the one in which everyone was interested, 
even more so than in the result of the contest, was the outcome of the experi- 
ment of playing by gas light. 

It was a decided success. The only weak point was the fact that in the 
center of the field there was a place where the light did not shine strong 
enough for the spectators to witness all of the plays. 

Manager Kirk states that in the future this will be overcome by hanging a 
cluster of lights high in the air over this part of the field. The lights will be sus- 
pended fifty feet above the ground by means of wires stretched from the 
grandstand to poles erected at the north fence. Three or four of these clusters 
will be hung along the center of the diamond. All of the lights will be fitted 
with reflectors to turn the light away from the eyes of the spectators and into 
the field. This was to have been done last night, but the reflectors could not be 
secured in time for the game. 

Twenty-eight lights were strung along the side lines and two more hung 
at each end of the gridiron. The ball was painted white, so as to be plainly 
visible when punted. 





Kansas History as Published in the Press 


Dr. Edward Bumgardner, of Lawrence, is the author of “A Short 
History of the M. E. Church at Clinton,” which appeared in the 
Douglas County Republican, Lawrence, March 7, 1940. The church 
was organized late in 1855 as the Council City mission, and remained 
active until it was disbanded in 1922 because of loss of members. 


The fiftieth anniversary of Caney’s oldest school building was ob- 
served April 5, 1940, with an open house entertainment for old-time 
pupils. The Caney Daily Chronicle, of April 6, printed a report of 
the celebration, which included a talk by Mrs. H. H. Graves re- 
viewing the history of the school. 


“In Eight Years Victor Murdock Has Written 2,510 Articles, 
Based on 2,400 Interviews, Concerning History of This Empire,” 
was the title of a feature article by John Reed, in the Wichita 
Sunday Eagle, April 7, 1940. 


Reminiscences of early days in Wallace county were related by 
Mrs. Mary Kahle in The Western Times, Sharon Springs, April 
18, 1940. 


A reunion of former pupils and teachers of School District No. 42 
was held on April 18, 1940, at the Paris school, Lincoln county. The 
Lincoln County News, Lincoln, of April 25, printed a historical 
sketch of the school based on the reminiscences of former teachers 
who spoke at the reunion. 


Mrs. S. A. Mundell, of Parker, a member of a pioneer Kansas 
family, contributed to the April 25, 1940, issue of The Enterprise- 
Chronicle of Burlingame some reminiscences of frontier life entitled 
“Pioneer Days of Kansas.” 


Former teachers and officials of the Ogallah school, Trego county, 
met for a reunion in connection with the spring graduation exercises. 
The Western Kansas World, Wakeeney, for April 25, 1940, published 
a report of the meeting, and listed names of teachers, county super- 
intendents and school board members since 1879. 


A history of School District No. 29, Barton county, appeared in 
the Hoisington Dispatch, May 9, 1940. The district was formed in 
1875. 


The eighty-second anniversary of the Hamelton massacre, which 
occurred in 1858 in present Linn county, was observed May 19, 1940, 
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with a program sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The 
site of the incident is now included in a sixty-acre memorial park 
not far from Trading Post. The story of the massacre was reviewed 
in the Pleasanton Observer-Enterprise, May 9, 1940. 


Jennie Satterthwaite-Kiser is the author of a review of the early 
days of the Walnut City school printed in the Douglass Tribune, 
May 10, 1940. Many names of teachers, pupils, and members of 
school boards were included. 


The Sylvan Grove News of May 15, 1940, published a list of the 
high-school graduates during the past thirty-eight years, from 1902 
to 1940. 


A history of Delhi, Osborne county, and East Wolf, Russell 
county, written by John W. Manners, Jr., from notes made by his 
father, a Methodist “circuit rider” in the 1880’s, was printed in the 
Lucas Independent, May 29, 1940. 


Parker in 1889 was described in the Parker Message, May 30, 
1940. Brief histories of local institutions were published and several 
townspeople prominent at the time were mentioned. 


On May 30, 1940, The Ness County News, Ness City, observed 
the county’s sixtieth anniversary by issuing a twenty-page “Old 
Settlers’ Reunion” edition which included much historical material. 
Montie Hubbell, of Jetmore, related his experiences of early days in 
Ness City; Wm. D. Miner, Sr., recalled his business associates of 
fifty years ago, and Mrs. Nell G. Holtom reviewed the sixty years of 
the county’s existence. Lowell Yasmer, county superintendent, 
wrote a brief history of the county school system, including the 
names and terms of office of the superintendents and several school 
board members, and L. L. Scott and Mrs. John Cole, pioneer settlers, 
reviewed early days in the county. 


In observance of the eightieth anniversary of Washington and 
Washington county, The Washington County Register on May 31, 
1940, published a 32-page “Old Home Week” edition. Included in 
the historical articles were reminiscences of Dan Brown, Asa Darby 
and John Scruby, all old settlers; historical sketches of the towns 
of Palmer, Barnes, Greenleaf, Mahaska, Linn, Hollenberg, Morrow- 
ville, Clifton and Haddam; a sketch of early days by J. A. Maxwell; 
a history of the city band, and a description of the tornado of July 
4, 1932. In addition there were photographs of early-day scenes 
and settlers. 
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Hugh J. Powell, owner of the Coffeyville Daily Journal, observed 
his thirty-fifth anniversary as a newspaper publisher on June 19, 
1940, by issuing a twenty-eight page edition of the Journal. An 
account of his life appeared on page one, under the by-line of Russell 
Greenlee, the city editor, and the second section of the paper was 
devoted largely to historical articles dealing with persons and insti- 
tutions of Coffeyville. 


“Four Years of Pioneer Life,” reminiscences of early days in Kan- 
sas, by Mrs. Sarah Borgen, of Woodston, was the title of an article 
in The News Chronicle, Scott City, June 20, 1940. Mrs. Borgen 
went to Mitchell county as a small girl in 1866, and her recollections 
are chiefly of Indian depredations. 


A “History of Sterling and Rice County,” by J. Milo Haynes, 
was published in the Sterling Bulletin, June 20, 27, and July 4 and 
11, 1940. 


The press of the Wellsville Globe issued on June 23, 1940, A 
History of the Wellsville Methodist Church, a fifteen-page pam- 
phlet prepared largely by C. A. Smith, for many years superintend- 
ent of the Sunday school. It includes a list of the early ministers and 
members of the church and a description of the first church building, 
which burned in 1901. A history of the church prepared in 1906 
by J. W. Smith, the author’s father, was reprinted. Much of the 
material, which is taken from the available church records, appeared 
in several issues of the Globe. 


Victor Murdock’s articles of historical interest recently published 
in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle include the following: “How Peter 
Roubidoux [of Wallace] Carried Out His Threat to Close His Store 
for Good,” July 9, 1940; “Genius in Stone Work, Pioneer on Prairies, 
Who Left Mark on a Town [named Wilson],” July 10; “Two Trips 
to Territory of Which J. B. M’Laughlin Has a Lively Memory,” 
July 19; “Twice as Many Post Offices in Kansas at One Time as 
There Are Nowadays,” July 22; “How J. R. Mead Happened to 
Pick Towanda Site for Indian Trading Post,” July 23; “Approach of 
the Merchants to Wichita Customers in First Days of the Town,” 
August 7; “Tragedy of the Prairie When Jedediah Smith Died on 
Dread Jornada,” August 21; “Wild Indian Encounter Down South 
of Wichita Wherein No One Was Hurt,” August 27; “Memories of 
the Opening of the Cherokee Outlet by a Pioneer Westerner [Charles 
W. Jackson, of Wichita],” September 16; Brief biographical sketch 
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of Col. J. W. Hartzell, one-time resident of Topeka and Wichita, 
who helped to promote, build and manage the first street railways 
in Topeka and Wichita, September 18 and 19; “Earliest School in 
Wichita East of Railroad Tracks Called the Cowbell School,” Sep- 
tember 23; “Metalworker Vanguard [an industry now very im- 
portant in manufacturing airplanes] Which Struck Wichita During 
Its First Boom,” September 27; “Remember Earl Browder When 
He Was a Cash Boy in Early Wichita Days,” September 30; De- 
scription of a visit to the region of the Arkansas valley (including 
Chelsea, an early community on the Walnut, the site of present 
Wichita and territory to the southwest) based on a record left by 
W. A. Ela in 1860, October 4, 5 and 7; “Last Visit of Pioneer Crea- 
tor of Oklahoma [Capt. David L. Payne] to His Old Township 
Here,” October 11; “Account of a Massacre of Federal Surveyors 
in the Wichita Area [in 1872],” October 16; “Kansas Hunter Used 
[Buffalo] Hide to Protect His Two Boys in a Wild Indian Attack,” 
October 17. 


R. O. Larsen, long-time resident of Shawnee, is now engaged in 
compiling a history of early days in Johnson county, reported the 
Northeast Johnson County Herald, Overland Park, on July 18, 1940. 


Among the articles relating to Kansas history recently published 
in the Kansas City (Mo.) Times were the following: “Romantic 
Roles Just Don’t Fit the Dalton Gang of Desperadoes [who robbed 
the Coffeyville bank the morning of October 5, 1892],” by James 
Turnbaugh, July 24, 1940; “Kansas Keeps Tradition as a Haven 
for Peace Seekers in Warring World [a review of immigration to 
Kansas by groups who refuse to bear arms in war],” by Margaret 
Whittemore, August 1; “A Copy of Lecompton Constitution Recalls 
Stirring Period in Kansas,” by Cecil Howes, August 2; “Kansas 
City’s ‘Immortal [Hannibal] Bridge’ Still Serves March of Prog- 
ress,” by J. P. G., August 12; “When Bugler Titus From Kansas 
Sealed Walls of Besieged Peking [during the Boxer uprising],” by 
E. R. Schauffler, August 14; “The Fame of Ingalls of Kansas Still Is 
Bright After 40 Years,” by E. R. Schauffler, August 16; “Victorious 
Dry Crusade in Kansas Started at a Rally Sixty Years Ago,” by 
Cecil Howes, August 21; “Kansas City Staged a Big Show for Its 
First Draftees in 1917 [bound for Camp Funston],” by Charles 8. 
Stevenson, September 5; “A Dreamer [Cyrus K. Holliday] With 
$20,000 Founded the Santa Fe Railway in Kansas,” by Cecil Howes, 
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September 17; “Dictionary of American History Emphasizes Part 
Played by West,” September 27. 


Notes on the history of Jewell county and Mankato appeared in 
The Western Advocate, Mankato, July 25, 1940. Although the first 
bona fide settler came to the county in 1862, Indian massacres and 
robberies made permanent settlements hazardous until 1870, when a 
great wave of immigration began and the county was organized. 


A biographical sketch of Richard Deighton, for whom the town of 
Dighton, Lane county, was named, was printed in the Dighton 
Herald, July 25, 1940. The article, written in 1936 by a nephew 
and daughter, Clarence O. and Emma Deighton of Great Bend, de- 
scribes his life from his arrival in America from England at the age 
of fourteen to his death in 1916. 


The Wichita Sunday Eagle of July 28, 1940, issued a ninety-six 
page edition commemorating sixty-eight years of service to Wichita 
and the Southwest. While the issue was devoted largely to the city’s 
business and industrial development, it contained the following 
articles of historical interest: “The Eagle, Wichita and the South- 
west”; “History of Sedgwick County Parallels That of Wichita 
Eagle for Nearly 70 Years”; “The Early Settlement of the Arkansas 
Valley; Personal, Municipal and Judicial Reminiscences,” a repro- 
duction of a historical article written by Col. Marsh M. Murdock 
in 1876. 


A description of present Marshall county in 1851, written by 
Howard Stansbury, an early traveler through the Western country, 
was printed in the Marshall County News, Marysville, August 15, 
1940. During one day’s march, he recorded, the party passed six 
graves. “Melancholy accompaniments they are of a road silent and 
solitary at best, and ill calculated to cheer the weary, drooping way- 
farers.” 


The homecoming celebration of teachers, pupils and patrons of 
the Cranmer school district, near Clyde, reported in the Clyde 
Republican, August 22, 1940, was the occasion for reminiscences of 
early days. The Republican published a brief history of the district, 
with the names of the 123 persons who attended the reunion. 


Reminiscences of the Kansas frontier in the 1870’s and 1880's, 
told by A. Fick and edited by Mildred Cass Beason, were recorded 
in The Ellis County News, Hays, August 22, 1940. Mr. Fick was a 
German, veteran of the Franco-Prussian War, who came to the 











414 Kansas HistoricaAL QUARTERLY 


United States in 1872. For a short time he lived in Hays, then in 
Rush and Ness counties, worked as a ranch-hand in Texas and made 
the drive up the Texas trail to Kansas, and finally settled in Gove 
county where he remained until his recent death at the age of ninety- 
three. 


A “Pioneer Days Souvenir Edition” was issued on August 22, 
1940, by the Hill City Times in observance of Graham county’s six- 
tieth anniversary. Historical articles included a sketch of the 
county, a list of newspapers since 1879, biographies of pioneer citi- 
zens, interesting “firsts” in the county’s history, histories of Morland, 
Hill City and other towns, and accounts of the Millbrook cyclone of 
1887 and the prairie fire which nearly destroyed Hill City in 1904. 


James Stewart reviewed the early history of Elwood in The Kan- 
sas Chief, Troy, September 5, 1940. The first settlement on the 
present townsite was made in 1854, but not until 1856 was a town 
company organized in St. Joseph, Mo. The town was first named 
Roseport. 


“Some Interesting Early History of Perry and Kentucky Town- 
ship,” first read by J. L. Raines at an old settlers’ reunion in 1904, 
was printed in the Perry Mirror, September 12, 1940. 


On September 16 and 17, 1940, Atchison was host to the eightieth 
anniversary celebration of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe rail- 
road. The Atchison Daily Globe of September 14 published several 
historical articles dealing with the city, the railroad and transporta- 
tion in general, including a biographical sketch of David Rice Atchi- 
son, the Missouri senator for whom the town was named; a story of 
the arrival of the first overland stage in Denver in 1859, when it 
was part of Kansas territory; a description by Frank A. Root of his 
second trip from Pennsylvania to Kansas in 1858; a history of the 
town of Doniphan; episodes in the experiences of Cyrus K. Holli- 
day, founder of the Santa Fe, by J. F. Jarrell, and a history of the 
development of transportation in Atchison from the establishment 
of the first ferry in 1855 to the first air mail service in 1938. Pic- 
tures of the incorporators, first directors, and the presidents of the 
Santa Fe were also featured. 


An article entitled “Thirty-Fifth Division [composed of national 
guard units from Kansas and Missouri] Won Glory in France 
Twenty-Two Years Ago,” was printed in the Kansas City (Mo.) 
Star, September 25, 1940. ; 
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The El Dorado Times on September 25, 1940, issued a thirty-six 
page edition in observance of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
discovery of oil in the E] Dorado field. Articles of historical interest 
dealt with the Stapleton “discovery” well, first in the field, the ac- 
tivities of such leaders in the industry as William G. Skelly and his 
company, Herbert R. Straight and the Cities Service company, and 
local refineries. Stress was laid on the importance to the community 
of the oil industry, and sketches of industrial and commercial firms 
were included. 


A story of Old Ben “Don Benito” Hodges, “Dodge City’s most 
picturesque frontier character,” was written by Henry L. Carey, of 
Dodge City, and printed in the Hutchinson News-Herald, November 
3, 1940. According to Col. R. M. Wright, from whom the author 
secured his information, Ben was an outlaw horse-and-cattle thief of 
uncertain age and ancestry who for many years lived by his wits 
in turbulent Dodge, growing up with the town until his death in 
1929. 


St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church at Tescott recently cele- 
brated its fiftieth anniversary, according to the Tescott News of 


November 7, 1940. The church organization became effective No- 
vember 1, 1890, when a constitution was adopted by the eleven 
charter members. The Rev. Samuel H. Mollenauer was the first 
minister. The present congregation numbers 257 persons. Detailed 
information of the church’s history and activities was featured in a 
golden jubilee souvenir booklet published by the congregation. 














Kansas Historical Notes 


Eight Kansas Historical Markers were placed on state highways 
during the three months’ period ending October 31, 1940. These are 
the first of fifty selected by a committee of the Kansas Chamber of 
Commerce and the State Historical Society. Inscriptions are fur- 
nished by the Historical Society. The Kansas State Highway Com- 
mission builds, sets up and maintains the markers. Locations and 
dates of dedication of the first eight are: Shawnee Friends Mission, 
in roadside park at junction of K-10 and US-50, near Shawnee, 
Johnson county, August 31, 1940; Pike-Pawnee Village, on US-36 
near Republican river bridge in Scandia, Republic county, September 
20; Battle of Black Jack, in roadside park on US-50 three miles east 
of Baldwin, Douglas county, October 8; Highland Presbyterian 
Mission, on US-36 one-fourth mile east of east city limits of High- 
land, Doniphan county, October 9; Elwood, on US-36 near east city 
limits of Elwood, Doniphan county, October 16; Battle of Mine 
Creek, on US-69 134 miles south of Pleasanton, Linn county, Octo- 
ber 25; Fort Dodge, on grounds of State Soldiers’ Home, US-154, 
four miles southeast of Dodge City, Ford county, October 25, and 
St. Marys, on US-24 at the east edge of St. Marys, Pottawatomie 
county, October 27. 


Temporary organization of the Washington County Historical So- 
ciety was completed at a meeting at Hanover, July 22, 1940. About 
fifty persons were present, and the following temporary officers were 
elected: Leo Dieker, president; Ed. J. Flaherty, secretary, and John 
Merk, treasurer. A committee was appointed to draft a constitution 
and bylaws. A second meeting was held at Hanover, August 26. 
The chief objective of the society is to acquire and preserve the Hol- 
lenberg ranch house, near Hanover, which was built in 1857 and 
served for many years as a station on the Oregon trail and the Pony 
Express route. It is said to be the only Pony Express station still 
standing as it was first built. 


The Northwest Kansas Historical Society opened its museum at 
Colby on August 3, 1940, the display consisting mainly of dishes, 
dolls, and novelty hobby collections. The present quarters are tem- 
porary, and the society expects that a permanent location will be 
secured when sufficient museum pieces are added. 
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The first Kansan to become commander-in-chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, W. W. Nixon of Jewell, was elected on Sep- 
tember 12, 1940, at the seventy-fourth annual encampment of the 
organization held in Springfield, Ill. 


Officers of the Riley County Historical Society elected to serve 
during 1940-1941 are: Judge Fred Smith, president; Mrs. Florence 
F. Harrop, vice-president; Mrs. F. L. Murdock, secretary; Mrs. Car- 
oline Smith, treasurer; F. I. Burt, custodian, and G. H. Failyer, as- 
sistant custodian and historian. The directors are Mrs. Harrop, 
Mrs. Smith, Judge Smith, Sam C. Charlson, C. M. Correl, C. W. 
Emmons, 8. A. Bardwell and Joe Haines. 


New officers of the Ness County Historical Society elected at the 
annual meeting at Ness City, September 21, 1940, are: Mrs. G. 
Beardslee, president; Nina Bondurant, vice-president; Nelle Hol- 
tom, secretary, and Martha Borthwick, treasurer. The following 
members were chosen to serve as directors: Luke Pembleton, Belle 
Cole, J. R. Price, Neoma Henry, Mary Meik, J. C. M. Anderson, 
J. O’Brien, Lea Maranville, Sylvia Kerr and Belle Unruh. Plans 
for the coming year were discussed, and arrangements were made 
for a Hobby Fair held October 19. 


The annual election of officers of the Shawnee Mission Indian 
Historical Society was held September 23, 1940, at the Shawnee 
Methodist Mission near Kansas City. Mrs. Ross A. Smith of Mer- 
riam was chosen president, Mrs. X. Ouray Meyer, vice-president; 
Mrs. O. Wendell Shepard, recording secretary; Mrs. A. V. Fuller, 
corresponding secretary; Mrs. C. F. Terry, treasurer; Mrs. Carl 
Harder, historian, and Mrs. Percy Miller, curator of the museum. 
Frank C. Wornall of Kansas City, Mo., who was born eighty-five 
years ago in the north building of the mission, was again appointed 
supervisor of the society. Officers were formally installed October 
28 when the society observed its founder’s day. Mrs. Jack Weems 
Quarrier was the retiring president. 


Crawford county is the most recent recruit to the growing list of 
Kansas counties establishing active organizations for collecting 
and preserving local history. On September 26, 1940, the Crawford 
County Historical Society was organized at Pittsburg with an initial 
membership of forty. Dr. Ralph H. Smith, of the State Teachers 
College at Pittsburg, was elected the first president. Other officers 
are H. B. Price, Cherokee, and Mrs. C. D. Gregg, McCune, vice- 
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presidents; Ralph Shideler, Girard, secretary; and Miss Gunnelia 
Smith, Cato, treasurer. The committee to nominate a board of di- 
rectors includes Mrs. O. P. Dellinger, Mrs. J. U. Massey and F. W. 
Brinkerhoff. Speakers at the meeting were F. W. Brinkerhoff, edi- 
tor of the Pittsburg Headlight and Sun, and Dr. C. M. Montee, 
former mayor of the city. The society plans soon to become affili- 
ated with the Kansas State Historical Society. 


At the annual meeting of the Dickinson County Historical Society 
held at Abilene October 3, 1940, Bert Ramsey of Solomon and Mrs. 
Claudius Pontius of Enterprise were elected vice-president and sec- 
retary respectively, replacing the outgoing officers, Mrs. A. B. Seelye 
and Mrs. H. M. Howard, whose terms had expired. Walter Wilkins 
of Chapman spoke on the subject, “Pioneer Landmarks,” and pre- 
sented to the society a large map of Dickinson county on which 
many pioneer locations are marked. Mrs. Tim Riordan of Solomon 
showed motion pictures taken by her son Robert at the spring meet- 
ing, mentioned in the May Quarterly. The president, Mrs. Carl 
Peterson of Enterprise, conducted the business session. 


George T. Dawson of Elmdale was elected president of the Chase 
County Historical Society at its annual meeting October 5, 1940, 
at, Cottonwood Falls. Other officers are Henry Rogler, vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs. Helen Austin, secretary; T. R. Wells, treasurer, and Mrs. 
Clava Hildebrand, historian. The executive committee reported that 
the, manuscript of volume one of “Historical Sketches of Chase 
Cowmiy syhad been delivered to the printer, and that the finished 
hook haqbeen promised for delivery about December 1. 


.uAd-the annual business meeting of the Hodgeman County Histori- 
oull Soniety ,dyeld October 18, 1940, in Jetmore, the following officers 
ene elepted:yi.- W. Hubbell, president; Mrs. J. E. Mooney, vice- 
prdsidéhtijoHs Mii Harlan, secretary; Mrs. O. L. Teed, treasurer, and 
Mem Margdret:Raser, historian. Mrs. Teed, Mr. Harlan and §. H. 
Pitts were named to three-year terms as directors, and Mrs. Raser 
mes. aRpainted Chpirpag _of the program committee. The society 
4 ndH bo npr, severA abistoric sites in Hodgeman county and to 
or. piptoricah. opt, on.early county history. 
Inikhe dhensi:Angalus;lipgenfglser, O. S. B., secretary of the Kansas 
Catholig Historical Spcipty,repprts that during the past year sev- 
etal historias! projects have received encouragement and assistance 


fsora hig pnganizatian, dhe ymos}moeteworthy was that of the Clark 
County Council of Clubs for the erection of a marker on the site 
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where a Benedictine monastery was established in 1876. Newspaper 
and periodical files, scrapbooks, pictures, books and letters have 
been added to the collections, and the Rev. Peter Beckman has been 
given continual assistance in preparing his doctoral dissertation on 
the early Catholic church in frontier Kansas. 


One of the few definitive studies in the field of Kansas history 
was published in June, 1940, by the University of Kansas as the first 
in a new series of social science publications. The Birth of Kansas, 
by G. Raymond Gaeddert, comprising the major portion of a doc- 
toral dissertation written in 1937 and titled “A History of the Estab- 
lishment of the Kansas State Government,” deals with the political 
problems of the years 1859-1862, from the period of the establish- 
ment of the Republican party in Kansas and the Wyandotte con- 
stitutional convention to the close of Governor Robinson’s adminis- 
tration. The book is based almost entirely on original manuscripts, 
public archives and newspapers in the collections of the Kansas State 
Historical Society. A detailed review of the book, by Cecil Howes, 
appeared in the Kansas City (Mo.) Times, July 2, 1940. 


A History of the Kansas State College of Agriculture and Applied 
Science by the college historian, Dr. Julius T. Willard, was published 
recently by the Kansas State College Press at Manhattan. The vol- 
ume of 568 pages is a detailed history of the school since its founding 
in 1858 as Bluemont Central College and its reorganization as a 
land-grant institution in 1863. Doctor Willard was born in 1862 
only a few miles from the campus, He was enrolled as an under- 
graduate from 1879 to 1883 and has been a member of the faculty 
ever since. 


John White Geary, Soldier-Statesman, by Harry Marlin Tinkcom 
(University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1940), is a biog- 
raphy of the Mexican War soldier and one-time postmaster and 
mayor of San Francisco who served during 1856-1857 as the third 
commissioned governor of Kansas territory. The book is the first of 
a Pennsylvania Lives series published by the University Press. 




















Errata in Volume IX 


Page 17, sixteenth line from bottom, read G. A. Colton. 

Page 78, thirteenth line from top and third line from bottom, read Harper’s 
Weekly. 

Page 111, second paragraph, fifth line from bottom, read McNown instead 
of McKnown. 

Page 133, Footnote No. 69: Pipe Creek station was near the central part 
of Ottawa county, possibly a short distance north of present Minneapolis. 

Page 224, eighteenth and nineteenth lines from top, read Bertram. 

Page 330, eighteenth line from top, read Clarinda, Iowa. 

Page 331, eighteenth line from top, read Osborne county instead of Russell 
county. 
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